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Community      Roots
Association Annual General Meeting: Tuesday, March 22 | Gordon Head Rec Centrel 

Community      RootsCommunity      Roots
LocalFood
Dean Murdock, Saanich Councillor

In recent months, the price of raw food 
commodities, including wheat, grain and rice, 
has risen dramatically.  is has driven up the 
cost of food across the globe – making it more 
expensive for families to put meals on the table. 

Ensuring we have high quality, aff ordable food means 
taking action to bolster local food production. 

Protecting and enhancing local food production begins 
with our agricultural land. As our population grows, there 
is pressure to break through our urban containment 
boundaries and encroach upon agricultural lands. But 
developing agricultural land to accommodate growth 

is killing the goose for its golden egg. It 
compromises our food security and makes a 
mockery of our land use plans (and of citizens’ 
input), while contributing to even more car-
dependent sprawl. 

Instead of paving our farmland for housing, we 
should be looking for more ways to support 
our local farmers and their food production 
by keeping farming pro� table.  ere are lots 
of options: creating “pocket markets” to sell 
local foods, encouraging local governments 
and businesses to bring in a “buy local” policy 
for events, and working with senior levels of 
government to create incentives for grocers to 
off er more local food choices.

Buying local food doesn’t just support our 
farmers; it’s also good for our health and the 
environment. Local food is fresher and has a 
much smaller carbon footprint. Since it arrives 
fresh, it needs less (or no) preservatives.

W  e can also look for ways to grow our own 
food. Let’s encourage community gardens 

on public and private open space. We can require 
green roofs on new and newly-renovated projects 
with large square-footage, and encourage their 
use as community gardens. Saanich recently 
acquired Panama Flats to protect and preserve 
the � oodplain.  is secures arable land for new 
and small-scale farmers to produce local food. 

Let’s make local food aff ordable and abundant 
by protecting farmland from urban development 
and creating spaces to grow and sell food. Our 
food security depends on it.



Looking for Volunteers
Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association

W  e’d like to welcome to your 
community association three new 
volunteers, and continue to give 
thanks and public recognition 

to all of our dedicated volunteers who keep this 
community-driven organization moving forward. 

We are interested in � lling two important positions: 
Area Director for Cook Tolmie and Area Director 
for Cook Tattersall. To see the neighbourhood 
boundaries and areas of coverage, please visit 
www.qchca.ca and click on Colour Area Map for a 
PDF map. Email us at info@qchca.ca to sign up!

In addition, the following streets need Volunteer 
Deliverers to distribute Community Roots. Email 
us at info@qchca.ca to get on board!

•  Blenkinsop, from Cedar Hill Cross to McKenzie

•  Cedar Hill Cross, from Braefoot to McKenzie

•  Clovelly Court & Terrace

•  Green Ridge

•  Maplewood, from Cook to Camrose

•  McInnis Rise

•  Pendene Place
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 e highlight news in the Cloverdale Core neighbourhood was the removal of the four derelict houses on 
Inverness and Cloverdale after 10 long years of waiting. “Poorly maintained condemned, uninhabitable homes 
gone” said Councillor Dean Murdock. It has been “a black cloud” said Councillor Vicki Sanders. Quadra Cedar 
Hill Community Association President Karen Dearborn remarked that “this is a most welcome change in the 
neighbourhood.” Councillor Paul Gerrard stated that now “we have the correct development.”

Courtesy of Ron Otke, Area Director for Cloverdale Core

President’s Message
Karen Dearborn, President

This is my last newsletter as President. 
It’s been my pleasure and honour to be 
involved with, and to serve, this great 
community over the last two years. I’ve 

met many wonderful people, worked on interesting 
initiatives, and learned a heck of a lot about our 
small corner of Saanich.

John Schmuck, our current Vice President, will 
be standing for President at the association’s 
upcoming Annual General Meeting on March 22. 
And, standing for Vice President will be Adrian 
Denegar, the Editor of our association’s newsletter, 
Community Roots.

John and Adrian currently serve as Area Directors 
in their respective neighbourhoods and I can’t think 
of two better people to lead our organization. 

I encourage you to attend the AGM—if for no other 
reason than to meet other neighbours with a shared 
interest in what’s happening in the community.  Of 
course, we also have a great speaker planned, along 
with refreshments.

I look forward to seeing you there!

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS: Cloverdale Core
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Community Voice
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We invite neighbours to submit letters for publication! Email 
us at communityroots@live.ca. Submissions may be 
edited for length and grammar.

My name is Shannon LeBlanc, and as an 
avid cyclist who has cycling children, 
I would like to express my opinion on 
the current state of aff airs for cyclists 

around the Quadra area.

As far as I know, at the current time it is illegal for 
cyclists to ride on the sidewalk, and there are few 
cycle lanes on Quadra to speak of.  is is probably 
� ne for the adults, but for those of us with children it 
means simply that we can’t cycle up or down Quadra 
at all.  ere are many roads which are similar in the 
area--cycle lanes appear sporadically and disappear 
just as suddenly.  is makes cycling on the road 
unpredictable and dangerous for anyone who isn’t a 
top notch adult cyclist.

I would like to propose a solution that I saw in 
Scandinavia, a common sense solution.  ere, cyclists 
are allowed to share the sidewalk with pedestrians, 
and some sidewalks have lines down the centre to 
specify which side is for wheeled vehicles and which 
for pedestrians. I think this makes more sense than 
having children and slow cyclists on the road with 
cars; however, the speedy cyclists can still stay on the 
roads and avoid the sidewalks where they would be a 
hazard anyway. I think that with common sense, this 
kind of regulation would be workable and it would 
make it easier for kids to ride their bikes to and from 
school. It would also give scooters a place to ride 
where they won’t be running down pedestrians as 
long as there is agreement on the use of the sidewalks.

Shannon LeBlanc, Resident of Quadra Cedar Hill

QCHCA Annual General Meeting
Tuesday, March 22 at 7 PM
Gordon Head Recreation Centre
•  Guest Speaker:  Vicki Sanders, Saanich Councillor
•  Topic: “Having it All: Heritage Homes &
    Energy Effi  ciency”
•  Election of Association Executive
•  Free refreshments!

   Annual General Meeting

QCHCA’s and Music in the Park’s Hot Dog
Fundraiser at Lumberworld
Saturday, April 2 from 11 AM to 2 PM
Lumberworld, 3955 Quadra Street
•  Help support your community association!
•  Hot dogs and pop by donation

An Evening in Paris: A Signature Fundraiser
presented by Saanich Legacy Foundation
Saturday, April 9, Cedar Hill Recreation Centre
•  More information at www.saanichlegacy.ca

Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary
Spring 2011 Native Plant Sale
Saturday & Sunday, April 16 & 17, 9 AM to 3 PM
3873 Swan Lake Road
•  120 species of plants, books, bird feeders, nesting 
boxes for sale, and more!
•   Master Gardeners on hand to answer those tough 
gardening questions
•  Admission: $2/day, Members receive 0% discount on 
plant purchases. More info at www.swanlake.bc.ca

Music in the Park at Rutledge Park
Tuesday, August 2, 9 & 16, 6 PM to 8 PM
Rutledge Park (at Cloverdale, Inverness, Rutledge)
•  For more information or to off er help please contact 
Margaret Bachmann at 250-477-3673. 

Compassionate Resource Warehouse 
Last Saturday of each month, 8 AM to 5 PM
Lumberworld, 3955 Quadra Street
•  Drop off  clothing, tools, medical supplies, donations, 
blankets, etc., for shipment to developing countries.
•  For more information visit www.crwarehouse.ca

   Upcoming Events



   

    

                

PRESIDENT
Karen Dearborn
250-386-7933

VICE PRESIDENT
John Schmuck
250-384-5190

SECRETARY
David Bratzer

davidbratzer@gmail.com

TREASURER
Dodie Fraser
250-727-0829

DIRECTOR &
PAST PRESIDENT

Mark Brown

MEMBERSHIP
Rikki Bowman
250-382-6197

EDITOR
Adrian Denegar

communityroots@live.ca

WEBMASTER
Jonny Miller

jonny@hitchless.com

AREA DIRECTOR | BRAEFOOT
Bob Trotter

250-477-4365
rctrotter@hotmail.com

AREA DIRECTOR | CEDAR HILL
Lana Burns

250-478-4062
lmb1297@telus.net

AREA DIRECTOR | CLOVERDALE CORE
Ron Otke

604-535-9097
ron.otke@telus.net

AREA DIRECTOR | COOK TATTERSALL
Adrian Denegar  

denegar@shaw.ca

    AREA DIRECTOR | COOK 
TOLMIE

Vacant: Volunteer Needed!

AREA DIRECTOR | CRAIGMILLAR
Karen Dearborn
250-386-7933

karen.dearborn@shaw.ca

AREA DIRECTOR | QUADRA SWAN LAKE
Yianni Pappas-Acreman

yiannipa@uvic.ca

AREA DIRECTOR | REYNOLDS QUADRA
Chris Bartlett
250-479-4809

bartlettca@shaw.ca

JOIN THE COMMUNITY!  QCHCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FORM

Name: __________________________________________ Address: ___________________________________________________ 

Postal Code:_______________ Tel :___________________ Email: _____________________________________________________

Yes, I’d like to help my community, and in addition to my membership fee, would like to volunteer by ___ delivering the newsletter,

volunteering as an Area Director, or ____________________________________________________________________________ .

Please complete this form and forward with your $5 per person annual membership fee (receipt provided upon request) to:

QCHCA Membership, Attention: Rikki Bowman, #4 - 1164 Palmer Road, Victoria BC  V8P 2H6
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Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association
Memberships and Mailing Address: #4 - 1164 Palmer Road, Victoria BC V8P 2H6
info@qchca.ca | www.qchca.ca | Become a fan on facebook! 

Block Watch is a crime prevention program serving as a model for home and business security in an 
eff ort to prevent property crime. Block Watch, a neighbour-helping-neighbour program, facilitates 
communication between neighbours, neighbourhoods and police. Residents form a communication 
chain and watch out for each other’s homes and report suspicious activity to police and each other 

to reduce residential crime. Area Coordinators provide information to area Captains through callouts from the 
Block Watch offi  ce. (Information from www.saanichpolice.ca.)

If you’re interested in helping make your neighbourhood and home an even safer place, why not organize 
a Block Watch? Contact Block Watch Area Coordinator Art Pollard at 250-361-3747 or partpoll@shaw.ca or 
Saanich Police Block Watch Coordinator Ian Gibbs at 250-475-4365 or blockwatch@saanichpolice.ca to � nd 
out more!

Block Watch for Safer Streets
Adrian Denegar, Editor  


