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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday March 23, 2010  7:30 PM 

Cedar Hill Recreation Centre 
3220 Cedar Hill Road 
Everyone Welcome! 

 
Refreshments Will Be Served 

 
ELECTION  

2010–2011 EXECUTIVE 
 

 
Speaker:   Doug Roberts,  
Saanich Senior Bylaw Enforcement Officer  

Topic:      Questions and Answers   
 
 

********************************************** 
President’s Message 
Karen Dearborn 
 
Ah, Spring is definitely sprung.  I love this time of the 
year with all it’s promise of life anew.  While many of 
us are out in all kinds of weather, it seems that many 
more of us have been hibernating away the winter.  
It’s amazing what a bit of sunshine and some warmer 
weather can do for one’s soul.  So, as more of us get 
out and about in the community – thoughts may well 
turn to issues in our neighbourhoods.  Have you ever 
wondered what to do about a noise or parking 
issue?  What about dogs off leash on park trails?  
Want to learn more about land use or development in 
your neighbourhood?  What about noxious weeds 
and the new pesticide bylaw?   How about tree 
preservation?  Bring your questions, concerns and 
comments to the March Association meeting.  Doug 
Roberts, Senior Bylaw Enforcement Officer will be 
our featured speaker and will be more than happy to 
clarify and explain the sometimes confusing array of 
bylaws currently on the books. 
 
Our March meeting is also our Annual General 
Meeting – we will be setting aside ample time for 
some personal interaction and sampling of some 
quality baked goods.  Hope to see you there … 
  
 
 
 

Dear (Playfair) Park Neighbour  
 
That’s how the letter from Saanich Parks started. 
The letter explained that Saanich had received a 
federal grant to invest in local parks infrastructure. 
Playfair’s playground had been identified as requiring 
extensive maintenance to keep it safe.  Also the 
actual play equipment had surpassed the 
manufacturers’ recommended replacement timeline 
and no longer meets CSA standards.  
 
Parks’ staff met with members of the community 
including individuals from the QCHCA.  Karen 
Dearborn and several other QCHCA members 
conducted an informal polling of park visitors for 
several weeks.  They presented Parks’ plan calling 
for a smaller play structure geared only to 2-5 year 
olds with just two swings; fitting in the existing 
footprint and allowing for 16 feet of clearance 
between the structure, the swings and the trees.  The 
idea of significantly scaling back on the playground 
as well as limiting the age of the children using the 
equipment (removing all equipment that would 
interest 8-10 year olds)  was unacceptable to over 
90% of the people polled - and often very vocally.    
 
Parks now proposes to install 2 new toddler swings, 
2 new regular swings and a play structure that 
includes a slide.  Sadly, the installation will require 
the removal of a Garry Oak and Douglas Fir.  The 
Garry Oak slated to be removed would have had to 
be removed even with a smaller playground footprint 
as CSA rules state that there needs to be 16 feet of 
clearance between playground equipment and an 
obstacle like a tree.  The Garry Oak in question is 
just a few feet away from the current play structure. 
  
In the end, the message that the QCHCA received 
and forwarded to Saanich was that Playfair has 
always been a mixed use green space.  The desire 
to retain this is a key objective.  Downgrading of the 
playground area in favour of another of the park's 
objectives (retaining native flora – in this case a 
Douglas Fir ) was not seen to be an acceptable trade 
off to parents and the many other park users.  The 
good news is that Parks will be planting 4 new Garry 
Oaks to replace the two trees being removed. 
 
Thanks everyone for caring enough about "our" park 
and letting us know how you feel. 
 
 
 The newsletter is printed by Staples Business Depot, 780 Tolmie Avenue, 250-383-8178. 

 



Cedar Hill Recreation Centre Update 
Carole Ireland   
 

David Foster Arts Centre Open House 
Thursday, March 18, 2010 

Cedar Hill Recreation Centre 
6:30pm-8pm 

 
The David Foster Arts Centre is being built at the 
Cedar Hill Recreation Centre. It will include a pottery 
studio, music studio, 2 visual arts studios, a new 
preschool/youth room, a community art gallery, and a 
David Foster memorabilia display. Funding for the 
project comes from the Federal/Provincial 
Infrastructure Program and the Municipality of 
Saanich. Construction is scheduled for June 2010 – 
March 2011. 
 
We are nearing the end of the design phase for this 
project. Staff and the architects have had several 
meetings with the arts community, visited arts 
facilities in the lower mainland, and held a final 
meeting with interested stakeholders to review 
design details.  
 
The schematic drawings and a description of the Arts 
Centre spaces and activities should be available for 
viewing in the Recreation Centre by March 15th.  We 
encourage neighbours of the facility and other 
interested residents to come and view the proposed 
plans and offer comment at the Open House on 
Thursday, March 18th.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Carole Ireland, Manager, Cedar Hill 
Recreation Centre at carole.ireland@saanich.ca or 
250-475-5406. 
 
South Island Indoor Tennis Challenge 
 
The South Island Men’s Indoor Tennis Challenge 
brings the best players in North America to Cedar Hill 
Recreation Centre. Qualifying rounds run March 25-
28. Final rounds take place April 2-4 with players 
taking home a total of $5000 in prize money. If you 
love to watch tennis, be sure to pick up your day or 
weekend pass at Cedar Hill Rec Centre or other 
participating locations. Day pass is $10, Weekend 
pass is $20. For information visit 
www.islandtennis.net or www.tennisbc.org or call 
Dean Gillis at 250-475-7126. 
 
 

	  
Spring	  Pottery	  Sale	  

Great	  ideas	  for	  Mother’s	  Day!	  
Saturday,	  April	  24th	  

11am-‐3pm	  
Cedar	  Hill	  Recreation	  Centre	  

For	  more	  information	  call	  250-‐475-‐7121	  
 
 
 

Why I want rail transit for Victoria … 
Bob Trotter 
 
Victoria Transit is right now planning a rapid transit 
line from Victoria to Westshore. The chosen route 
follows Douglas Street to Carey Road; Highway #1 to 
Six Mile interchange; old Island Highway to Colwood 
Corners and then into Langford. The choices are 
between a busway and a light rail line. I give here 
three reasons for choosing the rail option. 
 
1.  Our bus system already has its customer base. 

Rail systems demonstrate an increase the transit 
customer base by 30% or more. A busway brings 
almost no increase in riders. On new rail routes 
ridership sometimes doubles. All over North 
America people who will never ride a bus will ride 
a train. St. Louis, MO found 79% of riders on their 
LRT had not used transit before. 

 
2.  The British Columbia government set a goal of an 

increase in Transitʼs share of local trips from 7% 
to 9.5%, an increase of 35%. The only technology 
that can meet that goal is rail. 

 
3.  Only rail service allows for Transit Oriented 

Development. Such development, centred on rail 
stations, is compact and high density. One U.S. 
transit expert declared that transit oriented 
property has a value comparable to beach front 
property 

 
 
 
Lake Hill Lawn Bowling Club - Reynolds Park 
 
Our Clubhouse is currently under construction! 
Move in day is May 1st and we would like to invite 

you to our 
OPEN HOUSE,  

Saturday May 8th  1:30 to 4:00pm 
Check out the new Clubhouse,  

find out about the game,  
deliver some bowls and ask questions. 

 
Why Not Try It! 

 
Bring this Newsletter for 10% off a new annual 

membership. 
 

Lawn bowling is easy to learn, fun and challenging.  
Get out in the fresh air for some friendly competition.  

The Club has winter activities too 
 

If you can’t make it May 8th  
call Linda 250-479-1053 or Al 250-658-6344.  

We will arrange to meet you at the Club anytime. 
 

 
The QCHCA meets the 4th Tuesday of January, 
March, May, September and November at 7:30pm 
at the Cedar Hill Recreation Centre.  Hope to see 
you there! 



	  
17th	  Annual	  Kings	  Pond	  Clean	  Up	  

	  
Saturday,	  May	  1,	  2010,	  10	  a.m.	  to	  12	  noon	  

Meet	  at	  Kings	  Pond	  Bird	  Sanctuary	  (corner	  of	  Ascot	  
Drive	  and	  Queensbury	  Avenue).	  

Plans	  are	  to	  work	  on	  the	  berm	  area,	  general	  
weeding	  and	  maintenance.	  

Bring	  gardening	  tools	  if	  you	  have	  any.	  
Some	  tools	  will	  be	  provided.	  

Barbeque	  and	  refreshments	  to	  follow.	  
Rain	  or	  shine.	  

For	  Additional	  Information	  
Call	  Margaret	  Bachmann	  at	  250-‐477-‐3673	  

 
 
Music in the Park 
Margaret Bachmann  
 
The committee is well on track in bringing music to 
Rutledge Park this August. Mark your calendars … 
August 3rd, 10th and 17th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. We 
have a great line up of musicians and activities for 
the children.  
 
This year we’ll also be circulating a questionnaire. 
The question? Does the community support a 
permanent stage in the park?  The stage will be a 
concrete slab (pretty much flush with the ground) 
housing the required electrical connections needed 
for modern musical equipment and lighting. When 
not in use as a stage it could serve as a chess or 
checker board or maybe a picnic spot or place to 
practice ballroom dancing? So many possibilities. 
Saanich will try to have a draft drawing of the 
proposed stage available for viewing on August 
event evenings. Keep your minds open to the 
opportunities.  
 

What’s Happening in Our 
Neighbourhoods? 

 
CEDAR HILL:  
Paul Wilson 250-381-4075 
pashwi@shaw.ca 
 
The QCHCA hosted a Cedar Hill Area community 
meeting on February 17th at the Cedar Hill Golf 
Course.  The meeting was held so area residents 
could raise and discuss community issues of 
concern.  Over 50 participants attended the meeting 
including Saanich Councilors Paul Gerrard and Vicki 
Sanders, Cedar Hill Golf Course manager Gary Kelly 
and Saanich Police Staff Sergeant Doug Newman.  
Issues raised and discussed at the meeting included:  
Late night activities and vandalism in the Kings Pond 
area and Epsom Drive, expansion of the Block 
Watch program, traffic speed and sidewalk issues on 
Blenkinsop, Maplewood and Doncaster Roads as 

well as dog leash bylaw enforcement around the golf 
course.   
 
Staff Sergeant Newman encouraged all residents to 
call the police to report any disturbances, suspicious 
activities or graffiti.  He reminded us that while our 
area has a low rate of crime, community awareness 
and reporting to police are key to keeping it low.  He 
also encouraged everyone to join a Block Watch 
program, which has an added benefit of reducing 
your home insurance rate!  Reporting of off-leash 
dogs to Saanich Police is also strongly 
recommended.  If you see an off leash dog, call 475-
4321 and ask for the Pound Section.  Provide the 
date and time of the off leash activity so that bylaw 
enforcement officers can better target their site visits.  
Margaret Bachmann (QCHCA) will be pursuing 
options to restrict late night parking at Kings Pond 
(signs) and possibly add lighting to the area.  
QCHCA will also work to press Saanich regarding 
sidewalk issues on Blenkinsop, Maplewood and 
Doncaster Roads.        
  
Minutes from the meeting will be posted on the 
QCHCA web site. 
 
1400 Derby Road (Cedar Hill Golf Club) 
An amendment requested to an existing liquor-
primary licence to change hours of sale at the Cedar 
Hill Golf Course Clubhouse. 
 
3921 Blenkinsop Road – Pending 
Neighbourhood meeting held regarding the creation 
of 2 additional lots for single family dwellings under 
current RS-6 zoning. Variances requested. 
Developer did not provide plans of proposed houses. 
Neighbours expressed concerns regarding the 
possible loss of privacy being overshadowing by the 
new houses and the increase in traffic at the 
Union/Blenkinsop intersection. More discussion 
expected.  
 
 
BRAEFOOT:  
Bob Trotter 250-477-4365 
rctrotter@hotmail.comtime  
If you know of anything that needs covering, please 
let Bob know. 
 
 
REYNOLDS / QUADRA: 
Chris Bartlett 250-479-4809 
bartlettca@shaw.ca 
 
883 Seven Oaks Road – Pending 
To rezone from RS-6 to RS-4 to create 1 additional 
lot for single family dwelling use. Variances will be 
required. 
 
899 Seven Oaks Road – Pending 
To rezone from RS-6 to RD-1 to construct a duplex 
 
 



CRAIGMILLAR: 
Karen Dearborn 250-386-7933 
karen.dearborn@shaw.ca 
If you know of anything that needs covering, please 
let Karen know.  
  
CLOVERDALE CORE:  
Pending Volunteer Area Director needed 
 
 931, 935, 945 Cloverdale Avenue/ 914, 922, 930 
Inverness Road – Pending   To rezone from RS-6 to 
a new site specific zone and a development permit 
with variances to construct a 27 unit apartment & 
commercial building with underground parking  
 
760 Tolmie Avenue – Pending   
Amendment to development permits DPR2005-
00012 for changes to the proposed Superstore. 
Variances requested for parking and siting.   
 
3475 Quadra Street (Thrifty’s) – Pending 
To renovate front of store to add new canopies, 
lighting, site sign, enhance entry & exits conditions 
and add bicycle parking.   
 
 
COOK / TATTERSALL:  
Mark Brown 250-386-1863 
markbrown@shaw.ca 
If you know of anything that needs covering, please 
let Mark know.  
 
COOK / TOLMIE: 
Ken Whitcroft 250-383-7567 
enviro.man@telus.net 
If you know of anything that needs covering, please 
let Ken know. 
 
QUADRA / SWAN LAKE:  
Volunteer Area Director needed 
If you know of anything that needs covering, please 
let us know. 
 

****************************************************************	  

SUNFEST	  PICNIC	  IN	  PLAYFAIR	  PARK	  
Sunday,	  July	  18th	  at	  Noon	  

	  
Come	  out	  and	  enjoy	  a	  fun	  day	  in	  beautiful	  Playfair	  
Park.	  	  There	  will	  kid’s	  games	  and	  activities.	  	  There	  

will	  also	  be	  hot	  dogs,	  drinks	  and	  snacks.	  
For	  Additional	  Information,	  

Call	  John	  Schmuck	  at	  250-‐384-‐5190.	  
	  

****************************************************************	  
On the Web 
qchca.ca 
e-mail address info@qchca.ca 
Thank you Jonny Miller of Iterate Media for 
volunteering to be the QCHCA Web Master. 

 

2009 – 2010 Executive   

President  Karen Dearborn 250-386-7933 
Vice-President John Schmuck 250-384-5190 
Past President Mark Brown 250-386-1863 
Secretary Chris Bartlett 250-479-4809 
Membership Rikki Bowman 250-382-6197 
Newsletter Lana Burns 250-478-4062 
Treasurer Dodie Fraser 250-727-0829 
Advertising Margaret Bachmann 250-477-3673 
Sunfest Picnic John Schmuck 250-384-5190 
 
 
Block Watch   
Saanich Police Department 
760 Vernon Ave., Victoria, BC  V8X 2W6 
Ph:  (250)475-4365  Fax:  (250) 475 4398 
blockwatch@saanichpolice.ca 
www.saanichpolice.ca 
 
 
Membership Renewal 
Rikki Bowman 250-382-6197 
rikkij@shaw.ca  
 
Welcome to our 17 new members – we’re delighted 
you’ve joined QCHCA! And thanks to the over 100 
members who have already paid their 2010 fees – at 
just $5.00 per person per year, it’s a terrific value!  
This is where you find out what’s happening, and/or 
being proposed, in our community, and how to 
provide input. If you’re not already a member, or 
haven’t yet renewed, please fill out the form in this 
Newsletter, and bring it to the next meeting, or mail 
to my attention at the address below, with cash, or 
cheque payable to the Association. Thank you! 
  
  
  

Are you a Supporter? 
QCHCA Membership  

Renewal or Application 
 
NAME___________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________________ 
 
P/C______________ TEL___________________ 
 
EMAIL__________________________________ 
 
I can help with: 
 Newsletters:  phone / fold / deliver (circle one) 
 
Membership:  $5 per person per year. 
 
Please complete this form and send along with 
payment to:  QCHCA   c/o Rikki Bowman @ 
#4 – 1164 Palmer Rd., Victoria, B.C. V8P 2H6 
 
Need receipt?    Yes______   No_____   


