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CommunityRoots
Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association’s

Waste not want not
Councillor Brownoff on waste in Saanich

Judy Brownoff, Councillor

Hartland Landfill is the only municipal landfill in our region. 
It opened in 1950 and is expected to last until 2040, if we 
continue with the same volumes of waste being handled. 
That’s why the region has, over the years, introduced bans 

on certain types of waste to extend Hartland’s life expectancy. Bans are 
introduced as new “reuse” opportunities are created. Hartland received 
almost 155,000 tonnes of garbage in 2008, serves over 100,000 customers 
a year, and covers 125 hectares (of which 48 hectares are filled and 
closed off with previous waste). Hartland has received six national and 
international awards.

30% of the waste we send to Hartland is organic. The CRD 
proposes to enhance our curb side recycling program to include kitchen 
scraps–items like meat, bones, dairy, grains and soiled paper–to improve 
our region’s sustainability by diverting up to 45,000 tonnes of material  
annually from the landfill. The question has been raised: why bother, it 
just decomposes anyway? The fact is, such material is a valuable resource 
and our farmers would like to use the compost to regenerate their soils.

The first sewers were installed in the early 1900s and most are 
70 to 100 years old. The older sewers were constructed using vitrified 
clay pipe. From the 1950s through the early 1970s asbestos cement pipe 
was predominately used. Since the late 1970s almost all sewers have been 
constructed using PVC pipe. The Western Communities were serviced 
and connected to the CRD trunk sewers in 1996 using PVC pipe. 

Over 40 billion tonnes of sewage per year is discharged into the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca, sewage created in Saanich, Victoria, Esquimalt, 
Oak Bay, View Royal, Colwood and Langford.

With the Province approving the CRD’s plan for wastewater 
treatment in the Core Area, we’re ready to use the resources 
in liquid waste, too. Resource recovery will help create 5,000 

tonnes of carbon offsets annually, from biogas, heat and phosphorus 
recovery. With district heating, there is even potential to reach up to 
18,500 tonnes of carbon offsets annually. That’s equivalent to taking 
1,282 cards off the road each year. 

Clean oceans, clean soil, clean air. Who knew waste reduction 
could be so good?

President’s Message
“There is nothing more powerful than an

idea whose time has come.”  – Victor Hugo

Just what the idea is, or what those ideas are, 
vary in importance to each of us. For example, 
regionally and locally, we’re struggling to gain 

consensus on what transit and transportation should, 
and will, look like in the coming decades. Or, what 
the arrival of sewage treatment will mean for us after 
decades of debate. In our neighbourhoods, we look 
to Saanich to provide much-needed infrastructure 
upgrades to our recreation centres, sidewalks, parks, 
playgrounds, trails and roads.

As your community association, we’re here 
to support you in spotlighting, escalating and guiding 
you through the process of getting your issues heard 
and acted on by Saanich. The association’s board is 
made up entirely of volunteers. We receive half of 
our association’s yearly revenue from grants from 
Saanich municipality, and we’re most grateful for 
this. The rest of our funding comes entirely from 
you (we have about 300 members), fundraising 
initiatives and support from local businesses.

We run a financially lean organization, but 
it takes money to publish Community 
Roots and to organize and run community 

events and meetings. And so, after more than ten 
years of zero percent funding increases, we’ll be 
asking Saanich for an increase in grant funding. 
Most importantly, we are also seeking your feedback 
on a proposal to raise annual membership dues to 
$10. Even at $10 a year, we’re among the most 
cost effective community associations in Saanich. 
It’s a small and affordable yet important investment 
in your community with tangible, practical and 
measurable benefits to you and your neighbours.

Please contact me with your thoughts on 
this proposal. I’m also inviting you to our next 
meeting on November 23 (7:30 PM) at the Gordon 
Head Recreation Centre to share your ideas.

    

Printed at Staples Business Depot, 780 Tolmie Avenue.

NEXT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MEETING: November 23 @ 7:30 PM, Gordon Head Rec Center



Sidewalk spending 
$500,000 for Sidewalk Development

Dean Murdock, Saanich Councillor and Chair, Administrative Traffic Committee

For the second year in a row, Council has increased the sidewalk construction budget by a 
half-million dollars. That’s enough to build 3.2 kilometres of new sidewalk before the end 
of the year—the distance from Quadra and McKenzie to the University of Victoria. This 

funding increase provides a much-needed boost in spending to accelerate pedestrian infrastructure 
projects all over Saanich. 

Proper, well-maintained sidewalks let people of all ages do more than just get from one place to another. They foster 
a sense of community. When we go out walking, we meet our neighbours and see and feel the natural beauty that surrounds 
us here in our community. Walking also reduces our greenhouse gas emissions by letting us avoid using the car. We are much 
more likely to walk to the grocery store, or just take an evening stroll, if we have a safe and pleasant walking surface.

There are safety and health benefits too. Our population is aging, and many seniors who don’t feel safe on worn or 
uneven footpaths need a proper sidewalk to stay mobile and healthy.

Serving pedestrians with sidewalks and crosswalks has a much-needed traffic calming effect.  Studies have proven 
that routes with sidewalks, bike lanes, and natural vegetation result in lower driving speeds. Commuters see that our 
streets are not through-ways or highways, but are the veins of life of our neighbourhoods.

Sidewalk spending is an investment in more than just concrete and asphalt. It means healthier communities, climate 
protection, better environment, safety, and mobility. This year’s budget makes pedestrian mobility a greater priority. I 
believe it is important that Council continues to invest in making Saanich a more walkable community. 

Saanich is a great place to live. Let’s give people the chance to get out there and enjoy it!

And they blew the house down! 
Wrecking ball to the Cedar Hill Recreation Centre

Carole Ireland, Manager, Cedar Hill Recreation Centre
(www.saanich.ca/parkrec/recreation/cedar.html) 

Well, they actually blew it up October 4, and has demolition started. We’ve been blasting and crushing rock, 
moving dump truck loads of dirt and clay, and tearing down the original wing of the Centre. The only portion of 
the original 1973 structure remaining is the auditorium and part of the lobby. We expect demolition to continue 

until the end of October. Foundation footings, walls, and slabs are scheduled for November with structural steel construction 
starting in December. There is an excellent view of the construction site from the chip trail for anyone who is interested 
in watching the progress. You can also read about the project in the latest Saanich Active Living Guide. There is a feature 
article in the guide describing the project’s scope and environmental design features. The building will be certified LEED 
silver when complete.

We would like to thank two community organizations that have helped us keep some key programmes running 
during the construction. The Ceramics Studio at Camosun College Lansdowne Campus was the venue for our 
children’s pottery camps this summer and will continue to host pottery classes until the new pottery studio 

is ready. The 1st Cedar Hill Scouts have welcomed our Lilliput Preschool into their hall on Cottonwood Street during st Cedar Hill Scouts have welcomed our Lilliput Preschool into their hall on Cottonwood Street during st

construction. We can’t thank these organizations enough for being great community partners and supporting the community 
beyond their traditional roles. 

Thanks, also, to the Gordon Head Recreation Centre where a number of our regular programmes and rentals have 
been temporarily relocated, including the Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association. 
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THANK YOU

Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association would 
like to extend a big thank you to the awesome 

folks at Lumberworld (www.lumberworld.net) for 
Q
folks at Lumberworld (www.lumberworld.net) for 
Q
helping us during our hot dog fundraising event. 
Lumberworld’s greatful assistance helped the 
community. Thank you from the Association!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Quadra Cedar Hill Community
Association General Meeting
TUESDAY, November 23, 7:30 PM
Gordon Head Recreation Centre, Meeting Room 1
4100 Lambrick Way

Guest Speaker: Judy Brownoff, Councillor

Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation
of Canada’s Live Auction
THURSDAY, November 25, 6:00-9:30 PM
Strathcona Hotel, Maple Room
919 Douglas St  (same building as The Sticky Wicket Pub)

Benefitting the Foundation  advance tickets are $30. Ticket entitles 
you to a cocktail, appetizers and a chance to win $200! Call Teri 
for tickets at 250-721-1574.  More info at www.ccfc.ca.

Think critically.
IdeaWave Conference in Victoria, Spring 2011

David Bratzer

IdeaWave (www.ideawave.ca) is a grassroots “ideas conference” held in Victoria each year. Its mission? Engage our 
community’s critical thinkers with the goal of fostering innovation.

The conference consists of a series of fifty talks over two days. It’s an opportunity to hear a wide variety of ideas 
and network with other critical thinkers who are passionate about ideas. The second annual IdeaWave Conference will be in 
February, 2011, exact dates to be determined.

Ideas for presentations can be large or small. They can be environmental ideas, community development ideas or just 
fun ideas. A broad range of submissions is encouraged and the only requirement is that the idea must be an original concept 
developed by the speaker. Each presentation is a maximum of 10 minutes. 

Speakers get a complimentary pass to the conference, so submit a talk soon if you are interested in participating. Talks 
are recorded in high quality digital video. These videos are placed on IdeaWave.ca and may be broadcast on television.

I was a speaker at the inaugural conference this past July. I enjoyed it so much that 
now I’m volunteering as a member of the IdeaWave advisory board. In this capacity I am very 
pleased to announce a new scholarship program designed to increase youth involvement.

A minimum of five speaker positions will be reserved for high school students 
in BC (Grades 9 through 12). These students will receive a $300 scholarship, coaching 
sessions on effective public speaking, full access to the conference as well as two guest 
passes for family or friends.

This is a great conference for parents and teenagers. QCHCA member involement—
as speakers, scholarship applicants, volunteers or  in the audience—is  greatly appreciated.
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HELP!

We’re seeking 9 folks who’d like to some  
exercise and deliver Community Roots. (Only 

5 times a year!) Please email us at info@qchca.ca to 
help us deliver on the following streets (# houses):

Brett (20), Lodge (75), Pendene Place (8), Saul 
Street (10), Swan Street (47), Clovelly (70), Cook 
(Maplewood to Quadra) (30), Maplewood (Cook to 
Camrose (10), Oakmount (26)

                



Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association

www.qchca.ca |  info@qchca.ca
QCHCA Memberships & Mailing Address:

#4 - 1164 Palmer Road, Victoria BC V8P 2H6

VOLUNTEER EXECUTIVES 2009-2010   VOLUNTEER AREA DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT: Karen Dearborn (250-386-7933)  BRAEFOOT: Bob Trotter (250-477-4365)  rctrotter@hotmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT: John Schmuck (250-384-5190)  CEDAR HILL: Lana Burns (250-478-4062)  lmb1297@telus.net
PAST PRESIDENT: Mark Brown (250-386-1863)  CLOVERDALE CORE: Ron Otke (604-535-9097)  ron.otke@telus.net
SECRETARY: David Bratzer (david.bratzer@gmail.com)  COOK TATTERSALL: Adrian Denegar (778-433-1602)  denegar@shaw.ca
MEMBERSHIP: Rikki Bowman (250-382-6197)  COOK TOLMIE: Ken Whitcroft (250-383-7567)  enviro.man@telus.net
TREASURER: Dodie Fraser (250-727-0829)  CRAIGMILLAR: Karen Dearborn (250-386-7933) karen.dearborn@shaw.ca 
ADVERTISING: Margaret Bachmann (250-477-3673) QUADRA SWAN LAKE: Yianni Pappas-Acreman  (yiannipa@uvic.ca)

EDITOR: Adrian Denegar (778-433-1602) denegar@shaw.ca Webmaster: Jonny Miller of Iterate Media

JOIN THE COMMUNITY!  QCHCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FORM

Name ___________________________________________ Address _________________________________________________

Postal Code_______________ Tel ________________________  Email ______________________________________________

Yes, I’d like to help by delivering CommunityRoots ___, folding ___, or _____________________________________________ .

Please complete this form and forward with $5.00 (annual) membership fee to:

  
QCHCA Membership
Attention: Rikki Bowman
#4 - 1164 Palmer Road, Victoria BC  V8P 2H6                                 Receipts provided upon request.

Inverness @ Quadra (application for 
developing three 6-storey buildings)
Reviewed by Saanich’s Advisory Design Panel:
 Application by 0728581 BC Ltd. for rezoning and 
development permit to construct 102 apartment 
units in 3 six-storey buildings and underground 
parking. 
Legal: Lots Am. 2, 3, 4 and 10, Section 63,
Victoria District, Plan 1781 
Existing Zone: RS-6 (Single Family Dwelling) & 
RM-6.
Proposed Zone: RM-6 (Residential Mixed Zone) 
Planning File: DPR00452 / REZ00456 
Planner: Chuck Bell
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PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT MUSIC

Newcombe Singers’ Christmas Concert
SUNDAY, December 12, 2:00 PM
St. Mary the Virgin Church
1701 Elgin Road, Oak Bay

Join Victoria’s oldest community choir for their 
Christmas concert, accompanied by Saanich-based 
Hampton Concert Orchestra.

Singers Wanted!
Newcombe Singers is looking for sopranos, altos, 
tenors and basses to join the fun , starting January 4, 
2011. Rehearsals every Tuesday at 7:30 PM. Sight 
reading helpful, but not a requirement.

www.members.shaw.ca/newcombesinger

Join QCHCA on facebook!


