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ARE YOU A SUPPORTER?
QUADRA CEDAR HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Membership Renewal or Application

The $10.00 / year membership fee (per person) help pay for printing Community Roots, and 
supporting special community projects. Not a member yet? Memberships are on a calendar year 
basis – January to December. Join or renew now, and don’t worry about it again until next January!  
Can’t remember if you’ve already paid?  Call Rikki Bowman at (250) 382-6197, or email 
rikkij@shaw.ca. Thank you for your support!

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Postal Code: _________________________________ Tel: ____________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any concerns you would like to raise with the community association? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Membership is $10 per person per year. Please complete this and send with payment to:

QCHCA c/o Rikki Bowman, #4-1164 Palmer Road, Victoria, BC  V8P 2H6

Would you like a receipt?  Yes _____  No _______

Your community association works for you:

- Land use review and advocacy
- Family events (like the Sunfest Playfair Picnic)
- Amazing guest speakers
- An opportunity to meet your neighbours
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President’s Message
Hello neighbours,

As I write this we are anxiously awaiting the start of our 
wonderful spring weather. We’ve had yet another winter with 
very mixed conditions. The warnings from the weather experts 
had been to expect very cold temperatures, but other than some 
short-lived snow in January it has been relatively mild. So the 
next challenge in my own yard is to transplant our tulips to 
somewhere safe before the local deer population comes around 
to enjoy their smorgasbord from my garden.

Your Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association (QCHCA) 
comprises 4,500 homes. The rough boundaries are MacKenzie in 
the north, Cedar Hill Road in the east, Tolmie to the south, and 
Blanshard to the West. We have numerous issues affecting our 
daily lives including traffic and transit on our roads, consulting 
on development applications in our neighborhoods, organizing 
community events, and dealing with specific issues such as the 
recent restaurant closure at Cedar Hill Golf Course.

The QCHCA exists to act as a voice for the residents of our area. 
Sometimes the results of our lobbying may be disappointing but 
it is important to stay engaged in our civic process. 2012 will 
likely bring many more issues that require community attention.

Are you interested in becoming more involved in your 
community? On Tuesday, March 27th we will be hold the annual 
QCHCA general meeting at 7:30 pm at Cedar Hill Recreation 
Centre.  Our Victoria / Swan Lake MLA Rob Fleming will be the 
guest speaker. Included on the agenda for this meeting will be 
the election of officers for the 2012 / 2013 year. We encourage 
QCHCA members to come forth and stand for election. Positions 
available are President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.

Also, we invite members to participate in the organizing of our 
annual Playfair Fun in the Park picnic.  This will be held on 
Sunday, July 15th at Playfair Park from noon until 3:00 pm. We 
will have musical entertainment, face painting and games for the 
kids, plus an interesting assortment of community displays and 
groups. If you would like to be part of the committee organizing 
this year’s event please contact me by e-mail at 
johnschmuck@shaw.ca or phone (250) 384-5190.

John Schmuck is the President of the Quadra Cedar Hill 
Community Association.

President | John Schmuck
250 384-5190 / johnschmuck@shaw.ca

Vice-President and Area
Director, Cloverdale Core | Ron Otke
604 535-9097 / ron.otke@telus.net

Treasurer | Dodie Fraser
250 727-0829

Secretary | David Bratzer
250 813-2117 / davidbratzer@gmail.com

Membership | Rikki Bowman
250 382-6197 / rikkij@shaw.ca

Past President and Area
Director, Craig Millar | Karen Dearborn
250 386-7933

Area Director, Braefoot | Bob Trotter
250 477-4365 / rctrotter@hotmail.com

Area Director, Cedar Hill | Lana Burns
250 478 4062 / lmb1297@shaw.ca

Area Director, Reynolds-Quadra | Chris Bartlett
250 479-4809 / bartlettca@shaw.ca
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday March 22, 2005 7:30 PM

Cedar Hill Recreation Centre
3220 Cedar Hill Road

Everyone Welcome!

Election of 2005 - 2006 Executive

“Neighbours Building Community”                                                       Volume 36        March - April 2005

Speaker~

Wendy Bergerud
Citizens' Assembly on Electoral Reform

 Topic: STV (Not a Social Disease)

On May 17 everyone has a chance to vote on the
recommendation that BC switch to another electoral
system in 2009.  Come to learn about the Single
Transferable Vote

SUNFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
6th Annual Sunfest Picnic to be held at Playfair Park. Vol-
unteers are needed to organize and work at this extremely
successful fun community event. Consider taking on the
exciting role as convener. Join the team to organize re-
freshments, games, fund raising, advertising, entertainment
and facilities (tables, chairs, tents). The picnic will take place
on Sunday, July 10.  Please consider helping out.
Contact vicki_sanders@telus.net or 592-0865.

Car Sharing: An Affordable Piece to the
"Green Neighbourhood" Puzzle

Fewer cars on the road mean pleasanter neighbourhoods with less
toxic air, less noise and congestion, and less green house gas warm-
ing our planet. One shared vehicle can replace up to 8 privately owned
vehicles, and still provide safe, convenient and affordable car use when
it's really needed.

Car sharing is simple. Co-op members jointly own a fleet of diverse
vehicles (cars, trucks and vans) and pay on a time-and-distance basis
for their use. Vehicles can be booked spontaneously or up to three
months in advance by calling the 24 hr. booking line. The cooperative
pays insurance, gas and maintenance costs out of revenue generated
by member's use of the cars. Becoming a member entails a one-time
refundable share purchase of $400, and the presentation of a clean
driver's abstract.  Benefits of co-op membership include access to the
local fleet as well as the 90 plus fleet of the Cooperative Auto Network
in Vancouver. Members are also eligible for reduced rental prices with
Enterprise Auto Rentals.

People who car share save money; car sharing costs about half what
they would normally spend on car related expenses.  The money they
don't lay out for car payments, insurance, gas and maintenance can
be freed up for other things, mortgages, vacations, helping out the
kids!

Residents in the Quadra-Cedar area will soon be able to see the many
benefits of car sharing for themselves: the Victoria Car Share Coop-
erative will be placing a car nearby at Short Street Village, and hope to
add more cars in the area soon..

For more information, contact Susan at 995-0265 or
info@victoriacarshare.ca. Check out our website at
www.victoriacarshare.ca.

SEEN IN PASSING:
Lenny Ross, a resident in our community and teacher
at Strawberry Vale Elementary School was honoured
recently at the UVic‚s faculty of education's Education
Expo.  He was presented with a 2004 Distinguished
Education Alumni Awards.  Ross is an ardent environ-
mental educator who created the Watershed Steward-
ship Program for the Colquitz River. As well as teach-
ing students, Ross is a teacher of teachers and has
been involved in organizing the Greening of the School
Grounds Program at Strawberry Vale School and the
establishment of an ethno-botanical garden and teach-
ing program.

Annual Membership Reminder:
"2005 IT'S MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT TIME!"

In the interests of saving paper, time, gasoline, and considerable
efforts, we are trying a new REMINDER plan this year.  A big "thank
you" to those who have already sent in $5.  Others will be getting a
phone reminder or e-mail.  At the same time we are trying to update
our records.  If your address, phone number or e-mail has changed,
please let us know at 477-3147, 978-1944 or dbs@pacificcoast.net.
You are encouraged to use a personal cheque for your payment.
Receipts will be available at the Membership table at meetings.  Know
that your contribution helps our community and gives you a voice.

Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association www.qchca.bravehost.com  Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association www.qchca.bravehost.com
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QCHCA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
TUESDAY, MARCH 27 AT 7:30PM

CEDAR HILL REC CENTRE
EVERYONE WELCOME

If you only go to one community 
meeting this whole year, make it 

this one!

www.qchca.ca
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How Much is Your Garden Worth?
Growing your own food is not only a great way to 
connect to where your food comes from but it can also 
be a good way to make life a bit more affordable.  It 
takes very little land to grow enough food to have a 
noticeable impact on your finances.

The easiest food to grow at home are tree fruits like 
apples, plums, and pears. It will take an apple tree a few 
years to get into full production, but a good sized apple 
tree in its prime can produce an average of 250 pounds a 
year.  $1.30 per pound for apples is a fairly typical 
price. One tree in its prime will bring you fruit of a 
value of $325 a year. The work involved with an apple 
tree is minimal. A little bit of pruning each year and the 
harvesting.

Apples can be harvested for about twelve weeks each 
year depending on the variety you plant.  With three 
trees you can have fresh apples off of the tree straight 
through.  The three trees at maturity will give you an 
annual value of $1000.

Spinach and lettuce will grow like weeds in this region 
from April through to November.  It is very easy to 
plant enough of both to meet all your leafy green needs 
for seven months of the year.  A family of four that eats 
well will spend about $5 a week on lettuce and spinach.   
That works out to about $150 you can easily grow 
yourself each year.

I grow scarlet runner beans because they are hard to 
purchase in the store and taste much better straight from 
the plant in any case.  You can buy them from the 
Glanford Greenhouses for $3 a pound.  I harvest about 
100 pounds of them in a year, a $300 value.

I can go on with numerous other examples like 
tomatoes, broccoli, beets, zucchini, squash, pumpkins, 
herbs and more and how much growing them is worth.

I have a garden bed that is twenty feet by forty feet and 
grow about $1000 worth a year.  My fruit trees are still 
young, so they are not in full production.  I also happen 
to have chickens and they produce about $1500 in eggs 
each year.  My yard produces a value of around $2500 a 
year for me.

Through trial and error I have found which things grow 
well here and which do not.  As an example, corn and 
watermelons can be grown here, but our lack of heat 
makes it harder for them to mature in time.

Getting all this food in the summer leads to problems 
with how do you use it all.  I preserve a lot of what I 
harvest.

To dry fruit you do not need any fancy equipment, you 
can do it in your home oven at its lowest setting and the 
door propped open with a wooden spoon.  Freezing is 
also easy and only takes a few small steps to 
accomplish.

Canning fruit and making jams is very easy to do.  My 
eleven year old was shocked to see how easy it is make 
jam.  He started making jam and selling it.

It is not hard task to save yourself $1000 to $2000 a 
year by growing your own food. You just have dig up a 
bit of that lawn and try.

Bernard von Schulmann is a local land use consultant 
who likes high quality food at home and in restaurants.
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$40.00
0FF !!!  

  Redeem this coupon at

Stellar WinesStellar WinesStellar WinesStellar Wines    
On Premises Winemaking

Redeemable on any purchase of  “on premises” 
 6 or 8 Week Wine Kit only.

One certificate per purchase, per person. Some conditions apply. See 
in store for details  No cash Value. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or discount

Stellar WinesStellar WinesStellar WinesStellar Wines
6-4011 Quadra St.   Victoria BC

250.479.9330           www.stellarwines.ca



Property Developments: What is 
Happening in Your Neighbourhood?
Cedar Hill - Update from Lana Burns

1461 Derby Road: The residents and owners of this property 
will be asking to change the property’s zoning from single 
family to duplex. The property is too narrow to be panhandled 
so building a duplex is the obvious compromise.  The primary 
issue is the impressive stand of large Garry Oaks.  It is 
impossible to create a concept that conforms to the regulations 
for duplex zones.  The solution is to build a smaller separate 
building connected to the main house by a breeze way.  The 
neighbours attending the development meeting had no 
negative comments regarding the plans presented nor any 
concerns about the possible variances that may be requested. 
The family living in the house at the moment plans to live in 
the new addition.

Cedar Hill Golf Course and Restaurant: As you all know the 
Golf Club Restaurant was closed on February 19, 2012.  To 
say the neighbourhood is very unhappy with this action would 
be an understatement.

The old Esso Station at Blenkinsop and Cedar Hill Cross Rd: 
Environmental work observed but there has been no 
application for redevelopment for the gas station at this point.

Shelbourne Valley Corridor: There will be open houses in 
April, but no dates have been set at this point.

Reynolds / Quadra - Update from Chris Bartlett

1280 Union Rd: This is a subdivision into three lots. The 
developer has sent the QCHCA preliminary plans. There will 
likely be a neighbourhood meeting down the road. Stay tuned.

900 blk Annie St: They are submitting their development 
application to Saanich council next week. Their proposal is 55 
condos and three townhouses. Two neighbourhood meetings 
have been held, plus a meeting with the QCHCA and North 
Quadra executive.

Chris also went to one of the CARSA open houses organized 
by the University of Victoria. CARSA stands for Centre for 
Athletics, Recreation and Special Abilities. This is a 
significant project for Uvic. They are now taking 
comprehensive steps to consult with Saanich residents as there 
was a lot of concern about their parkade proposal. Anyone 
who was unable to attend one of these informative sessions 
can still visit the CARSA web site at www.uvic.ca/carsa. 
Feedback can be submitted online until March 30.

Cloverdale Core - Update from Ron Otke

There are two large developments in the Cloverdale Core: 
Quadra & Inverness and Quadra & Cloverdale. Both appear to 

be on hold. There is no update at this time, but we will share 
any news as soon as we get it.

Saanich Community Association Network

There are sixteen community associations in the Municipality 
of Saanich. SCAN provides these groups with a venue to 
network and discuss common issues. QCHCA is granted two 
spots for reps to attend the monthly meetings. Dodie Fraser 
and John Schmuck attended the last meeting on behalf of the 
QCHCA.

Becoming an Area Director for QCHCA

Our community association has openings for area directors in 
the following neighbourhoods: Cook-Tolmie and Cook-
Tattersall. The role of the area director is to update the 
association on property developments in the neighbourhood, 
and to serve as a liaison between residents and the community 
association.

This is a great way to meet your neighbours and the time 
commitment is minimal. Please contact John Schmuck if you 
are interested.

others around the world!
Please donate new and used supplies to the

Compassionate Resource 
Warehouse

HELP

Visit our web site:
www.crwarehouse.ca

(250) 381-4483

- Tools & hardware supplies
- Children’s clothing
- School books & supplies
- Sports equipment
- Non-breakable kitchen wares
- Sewing machines & supplies
 

Next drop off opportunity:
Lumberworld - 3955 Quadra St

Saturday, March 31 (8:30 am to 4 pm)
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Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association 
 
 

Area Map 
�

�
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Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association
Area Map

Our community association is divided into eight areas. If you have questions, concerns or news to 
share about property developments or other neighbourhood events, please call or email your area 
director on page four.



UPCOMING EVENTS IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
Saturday, March 24th:
Invasive species pull at Playfair Park from 9:30 am to 11:30 am (meet at the top of Judge Place). There is also an invasive 
species pull at Glasgow Park (meet at 10:00 am by 3347 Glasgow Ave) followed by lunch.

Tuesday, March 27th: 
QCHCA Annual General Meeting (election of officers) 7:30 pm at Cedar Hill Rec Centre.

Saturday, March 31:
Compassionate Resource Warehouse at Lumberworld at 3955 Quadra St (8:30 am to 4:00 pm).

Sunday, April 1:
Friends of the Library book sale from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Nellie McClub Library Branch (3950 Cedar Hill Rd). Thousands 
of surplus books at great prices! Free admission. All proceeds support the GVPL.

Wednesday, April 4:
Take a tour of Saanich Archives and a behind-the-scenes look at the collection. Drop in 10:00 am to 11:00 am on the first 
Wednesday of each month. Email archives@saanich.ca or phone (250) 475-1775 if you have any questions.

Saturday, April 7:
It’s Easter Eggstravaganza at Gordon Head Recreation Centre! From 10:00 am - 11:30 am. Kindergym activities, egg hunt, craft 
stations, treats and a visit from the Easter Bunny. Pre-register by calling (250) 475-7100. This event is most suitable for children 
under 6 years old. $10 admission.

Sunday, April 22nd:
Celebrate Earth Day with the Saanich Cycling Festival! See
www.saanichcyclingfestival.ca for details. There will
be two family-friendly routes:

- The Kid’s Ride departs at 11:00 am from Lot #10 at UVic
and returns at 11:15 am. It features a slow pace suitable for
families with children 6 and under. Saanich Police bike squad
riders will be leading the way!

- The 4.9 km Shelbourne Bike Ride departs at 11:00 am from Camosun College and returns at approximately 11:30 am. It 
features a slow place suitable for families with children 7+. Saanich Police will provide rolling street closures along Shelbourne 
St and Mackenzie Ave.

Saturday, April 28:
Carnival of the Arts from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm Arts Centre at Cedar Hill Rec Centre. This event features hands on activities and 
exhibits that allow you to explore the works of visual and performing arts. Call (250) 475-5558 or email rob.phillips@saanich.ca 
for more info. Free admission.

Sunday, May 13:
Mother’s Day Concert from 2:00 pm - 4:30 pm at Playfair Park. Featuring the Reynolds High School Orchestra playing 
favourites against a backdrop of beautiful rhododendrons. Bring your lawn chair and enjoy the free open air concert!

Tuesday, May 22nd:
QCHCA General Meeting – 7:30 pm at Cedar Hill Rec.

Sunday, July 8th:
Saanich Strawberry Festival 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at Beaver Lake.

Sunday, July 15th:
Annual QCHCA Playfair Fun in the Park Picnic from noon to 3:00 pm. Volunteers needed! Contact John Schmuck at (250) 
384-5190. 
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Clay Court Tennis Proposal
The Saanich tennis community is thrilled about a new 
proposal to build eight clay tennis courts at Cedar Hill 
Recreation Centre. The newly-formed Cedar Hill Clay Court 
Tennis Society believes a clay court facility would:

- Provide the Greater Victoria tennis community with a central 
location to meet, play and enjoy one of the most popular 
sports in the region.

- Provide tennis players with a perfect surface for our Pacific 
Northwest climate. Clay courts can be used during light rain, 
and soon after even a heavy rainfall.

- Provide a soft, natural playing surface that reduces injuries 
and is environmentally-friendly.

- Provide Saanich Parks and Recreation with needed court 
time for their community tennis programs.

- Provide the community at large with beautiful recreation 
grounds in a park setting open for the entire public to enjoy.

"It just makes sense," says local architect Jan Jarmula.  
"Victoria is the only city in Canada that does not have a 
central, multi-court tennis facility. Participation in tennis has 
increased dramatically, yet new courts are not being built. We 
have the perfect climate for clay tennis courts.  Clay is more 
forgiving on the body, and it is the best surface for our 
environment because we don't use concrete, asphalt, paints, or 
dyes to build them. It's a completely natural surface, so 
precipitation is naturally absorbed and any runoff from the 
courts into the nearby creek will simply be pure rainwater." 
Jarmula's plans also incorporate a buffer zone around the 
creek where native plants and the natural eco-system can 
thrive.

Jarmula, who works with local firm Vic Davies Architecture, 
has experience designing recreational facilities dating back to 
the Calgary Winter Olympic Games. An avid cyclist and 
tennis player, Jarmula envisions tennis courts situated in a 
park setting, with improved public walking paths, a grass 
viewing area on an existing slope, and beautiful hedges 
surrounding the courts.  "It's such a pleasure working on a 
project like this. It provides the public with a healthy 
recreation opportunity, protects and enhances the existing 
grounds and will be something that everyone in the 
community can enjoy, regardless of whether they play tennis."

Cedar Hill was chosen as the site for this proposal because of 
its central location and because it houses two seldom-used 
baseball fields.

"The land use remains the same", explains Jarmula.  "We are 
just proposing to play tennis instead of baseball."

Because there are currently very few baseball games being 
played, the grounds at Cedar Hill are often used by dog 
walkers and other pedestrians.  "We're going to improve that 
public access.", explains Jarmula.  "Right now the fields are 
flooded a good part of the year.  We want to address the 
existing drainage problems, build new walking pathways, 
light the area so it's safe to enjoy in the evenings, and leave a 
substantial portion of the grounds open for the public to 
continue to enjoy." 

To ensure the tennis community would support their initiative, 
late last year the Cedar Hill Clay Court Tennis Society 
distributed a survey to local players.  They were overwhelmed 
with the response:

- A large majority of players preferred clay court to any other 
surface.

- About 300 people responded that they would be willing to 
purchase an annual facility pass now in order to demonstrate 
that the plan is financially viable.

- About 500 people in total responded they would purchase an 
annual facility pass.

The results of the survey did not surprise Dean Gillis, Racquet 
Sports Programer for Saanich Parks and Recreation. "Tennis 
players now universally recognize that clay is the best surface 
on which to play. It helps to reduce injuries, especially in 
growing children and aging adults.  I've talked to many 
seniors who still enjoy the game, but they can no longer play 
anywhere in the region because hard courts are just too taxing 
on the body."

The next step for the Cedar Hill Clay Court Tennis Society 
was to determine how to structure a proposal for the 
Municipality of Saanich.  After carefully considering a 
number of options, the Society decided the best option was to 
lease for a nominal fee the land from Saanich, and then be 
responsible for building and maintaining the courts. The 
Society would also provide much-needed court time for Cedar 
Hill Rec Centre public tennis programs.

Continued on next page...
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Clay Court Tennis Proposal
(continued...)
Cedar Hill Clay Court Tennis Society member and BC Games 
Event Manager, Chris Trenholme, explains why this model 
was selected:  "There have been several successful 
partnerships with Saanich and other sports organizations, so 
we looked at what had worked in the past. For instance, the 
Cedar Hill Squash Club runs a squash Club at Cedar Hill Rec 
Centre that is used by both the squash club members and by 
the general public. Without that partnership, it's unlikely there 
would be a squash club at Cedar Hill. We recognize there are 
limited government funds for recreation facilities, so our 
model provides a benefit to the community without asking 
Saanich to pay for it." 

On January 24th, representatives from the Cedar Hill Clay 
Court Tennis Society presented their proposal to the Quadra 
Cedar Hill Community Association. The Society plans further 
consultation with community stakeholders in the coming 
months, and are hopeful they will then be able to move 
forward with a detailed, formal proposal to Saanich in the near 
future.  

John Miller is a founding member of the Cedar Hill Clay 
Court Tennis Society. The Society welcomes your comments, 
suggestions and questions. Please contact them at 
cedarhillclaytennis@gmail.com.

Saanich Community Roots March 2012 | Page 10

Here are two sample pictures of clay tennis courts. The all-
natural surface is easier on joints than asphalt. This reduces 
injuries for players of all ages.
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Another Perspective:
Giving up the Game Field
The proposal for the clay tennis courts requires the 
residents of the Cedar Hill area to give up the ball field 
behind the Cedar Hill Recreation Centre.

The ball field is the only place in our neighbourhood 
permitting people the freedom to play as they choose. 
Yes, to the casual observer the field is unused much of 
the time. But in fact the ball field is used by an 
increasing number of people. We have a growing 
number of kids reaching the age where they no longer 
want or need parental supervision. The field is becoming 
their space. It is the only place in our neighbourhood 
where kids can gather and play for free. They don’t need 
to belong to an organization or have permission to use 
the field. They don’t need to be driven to get to the field 
and they don't need money to use it.

In the summer the ball field sees the occasional 
organized baseball game. When the field is dry there 
frequently are four to ten kids playing impromptu games 
of soccer or baseball or Frisbee. Several exercise groups 
as well as a couple of track groups practice in the field 
when the weather permits. It’s also a great place to fly 
kites. During some portion of each hour of daylight (no 
matter what the weather) there is at least one person and 
a dog playing in the field.

Saanich Parks Department states there are very few 
users of the Field. Why? Parks Department only counts 
organizations that reserve time for the field as users.  
Our community uses the field regularly but doesn’t 
notify Parks department of that use. The result? Parks 
Department figures no one is using the field. Shouldn’t 
Saanich Parks Department ask the community what sort 
of an impact the loss of a facility (in this case the ball 
field) would have before closing it or giving it away? 
Why should the people living in the neighbourhood 
surrounding the field be expected to take themselves 
elsewhere? Where should our kids go to play?
  
If the clay courts must be built beside the Cedar Hill Rec 
Centre, possibly they could be built in the gravel parking 
lot to the west of the Rec Centre complex. The lost 
parking could be accommodated by carving out the 
grass berm between North Dairy and the Chip Trail.  
Another suggestion could have the clay courts installed 
at the University of Victoria. UVic has acres of open, 
unused land. As the promoters of the clay tennis courts 
are so positive regarding the benefits of the clay courts it  

should be easy to sell the idea to UVic. Might even 
swing a couple of athletic scholarships into the deal.  
The clay tennis courts will be used for a maximum of six 
months of the year, weather permitting. The rest of the 
time the courts will stand empty. How will the courts 
look after weeks of disuse?

The ball field is used by various residents of the 
neighbourhood every day...  no matter the weather.   
 
Is having a field park in your neighbourhood important? 
How do you, your family and your neighbours use the 
field? Please let Saanich Parks Department and the 
members of Saanich Council know how you would like 
to see the land the field occupies used.

Lana Burns is the area director for Cedar Hill, as well 
as the former newsletter editor for the Quadra Cedar 
Hill Community Association. An active participant in 
civic affairs, she can frequently be spotted walking her 
dog around Cedar Hill Golf Course.

Five Great Local Web Sites
1) www.vibrantvictoria.ca
“Victoria’s Online Cornerstone” has discussion 
forums about everything from local politics, 
business, land development, media gossip, 
entertainment and photography.

2) www.saanichvoiceonline.ca
This site gives citizen-journalists a voice in North 
Saanich, Central Saanich and Saanich.

3) www.kidsinvictoria.com
Despite having a lot of banner ads, the KIV 
discussion forums are top notch when it comes to 
getting local parenting advice and tips.

4) goodfoodca.blogspot.com
Local blogger Bernard Von Schulmann explores 
restaurants in Saanich and Victoria, as well as local 
food production and homemade dishes.

5) victoriadailyphoto.blogspot.com
A new photo each day! Benjamin Madison has 
posted over four years of beautiful pictures.
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Digital Shutterbugs
In 1996, I visited the Moss St. Paint-In. Someone there was 
using a digital camera. They were going to upload the photos 
to the Internet later. In an era of dial-up connectivity where 
videos were uncommon and photos were in short supply, this 
felt positively futuristic. In a few short years, digital cameras 
moved from being expensive and uncommon to ubiquitous 
and cheap. Smart phones have them; tablets have them; 
almost all laptops come equipped with cameras. Standalone 
cameras have climbed in quality to dizzying extremes of 
resolution and functionality. Cameras now double as 
camcorders able to produce HD video. It’s very easy to take a 
photo: but how do you take a good photo and get the most out 
of your camera?

Camera Lingo
The first way to find the ideal camera is to master some of the 
terms associated with cameras. Two physically similar 
cameras could have very different stats and quality.

Mega-pixel - A mega-pixel is equal to one million pixels or 
1000 by 1000 pixels (dots). The more pixels, the better the 
resolution. A number of additional factors can affect the actual 
quality, but the mega-pixel count is a decent way to compare 
two similar cameras. 

Memory cards - Cameras store their images on memory cards 
that you can remove and plug into your computer for 
downloading. Some types of cards (like “Compact Flash” 
cards) can move data quickly; and more capable cards allow 
one to take more shots in fast succession. SD cards are used in 
a number of devices. Most laptops have SD card readers, 
making it easy to shuffle data from your camera to other 
devices. Conversely, compact flash is less common, more 
expensive, and almost exclusively used for cameras. 
However, they’re very good at handling images quickly.

DSLR - Digital Single-lens reflex. They are the higher end 
cameras with removable lenses and a wealth of setting 
available so that you can control the qualities of your photo. 

Types of Cameras
Camera phones - the cameras in your phones have a lot of 
advantages: they’re bundled with your phone; sharing of 
images is built-in; and you have one device handling multiple 
tasks. The disadvantage is that camera phones are usually 
light on functionality. They’re a great replacement for your 
Polaroid, but they’re not good for the family portrait. 

Point and Shoot Cameras - As digital cameras grew in 
popularity in the mid-2000s, the point and shoot cameras took 
over the market. The price range is broad from impulse buy 
cameras at $20 up to the $500 range for really tricked out 
models.

Digital SLR camera - If you loved your old 35mm camera 
with all of its lenses, DSLRs are a trade across in terms of 

behaviour, look and, feel. Instead of going through roll after 
roll of film, DSLRs can hold upwards of 500+ photos on a 
memory card (depending on memory card, photo resolution, 
etc.). Best of all, a few old lenses and attachments can work 
with select DSLR cameras models: check ahead at shops like 
Camera Traders or Kerrisdale Cameras (Saanich Plaza) to see 
which new cameras could make use of old accessories.

Choose the Best Camera
What is the best camera for you? Look at the role. 
If you want to take impromptu shots (photos at parties, photos 
of day-to-day events, etc.), you may be best served by your 
camera phone. It’s portable; you are likely keep your phone 
with you; and you can send photos as SMS or email to 
friends, family or share your photos via social media. The 
point and shoot level of cameras are good for people who 
don’t have a smart phone; kids too young to have cell phones 
and people who don’t want to combine their functionality 
onto one gadget.

High quality cameras are great for real shutterbugs - you can 
tune the exposure, control and frame your photo compositions 
well, and turn out a very high end result. These cameras may 
not be for the faint of heart. Professionals invest a lot of time 
into getting the best results out of these cameras. If you buy a 
DSLR or similar high end camera, consider taking a 
photography course to get a handle on how to best use your 
camera.

Some General Tips
With camera phones and cameras in widespread use, 
shutterbugs need to practice good camera etiquette: Take 
photos of people with their permission and if someone asks 
you to delete a photo of them, consider granting their request. 
If you intend to use the photo for public purposes (publication 
or the even the web), you need a “photo release” contract 
signed or you may be exposed to legal action later on.

Keep your digital photos safe. Being data, they’re easy to 
store and easy to lose. Make back-ups of your photo files keep 
the back-ups somewhere safe (preferably offsite). 
Look at sharing your photos via Flickr or Picasa. Microsoft, 
Apple and Facebook also offer online photo storage options. 
Above all: have fun with your camera - photography is a great 
pastime. 

Mike DeWolfe started working
 in web development and end-user
 tech support in 1996. He works in
 Victoria as a partner at Those 
DeWolfe Creative, doing application 
development, web development, 
training and technology consulting
 (www.thosedewolfes.com).
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The People in Our Neighbourhood
This feature highlights the incredible people who live, 
work, volunteer and play in Saanich. There are lots of 
amazing stories out there! This will be a regular column 
in Community Roots.

Jett and Dorothy Junio are the new owners of Rider’s 
Cycles at 1092 Cloverdale Avenue (kitty corner to 
Thrifty’s Cloverdale).

The Junios are former Edmonton City police officers 
who relocated to Saanich. They joined local police 
forces after falling in love with the area during family 
vacations.

Rider’s Cycles was founded 29 years ago by Gene 
Salamatian. Over the years he trained many staff who 
went on to open their own cycling shops in the area. He 
also sponsored many talented local cyclists, including 
Maya Munzar, Hilary Wille and Brooke Powell.

Gene entertained a number of offers from prospective 
purchasers over the past couple of years but none had 
felt right. “Then Jett walked into the store and I sold him 
a bike,” Gene explained. “A month later I sold him the 
store. I’d been looking for the right fit. And Jett and 
Dorothy were it.”

The Junios officially took ownership in August 2011. 
They have been working hard to ensure the store 
continues to be successful. Has taking on this new 
business been a challenge?

“You bet. But the Rider’s Cycles’ staff have been 
supportive and incredibly knowledgeable,” said 
Dorothy, “They had lots of great ideas for the store. Our 
customers made a lot of recommendations as well. 
We’ve made a real effort to listen to them.”

Rider’s carries bikes from a number of brands, including 
BMC, Felt, Fuji, Santa Cruz, Spot and Stromer. And if 
you don’t know what any of these names mean, that’s 
OK. As Jett says, “We have bikes for all skill levels and 
cycling disciplines. There are bikes for the young and 
the old and everyone in between.”

Jett, Dorothy and their children are avid cyclists. They 
plan to participate in the third installment of the Saanich 
Cycling Festival on Sunday, April 22 at Uvic.

We hope this independent, community-oriented bike 
shop remains in Quadra Cedar Hill for many years to 
come.

by David Bratzer
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This mural covers the exterior wall of Rider’s Cycles at 1092 Cloverdale Ave. Murals add colour and life to 
otherwise drab buildings. In addition to increasing retail sales, they play an important role in reducing graffiti. 
Many taggers will target blank walls rather than destroy community artwork. Email davidbratzer@gmail.com if you 
would like to see your mural profiled in Community Roots. 



History of Quadra Cedar Hill
Reprinted from the March - April 2005 newsletter of the 
Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association:

Early pioneers in the Quadra area included Kenneth 
McKenzie, James Stockard, William Fraser Tolmie, 
John Work, and John Irvine.

Much of the south part of the local area was part of 
Tolmie's Cloverdale farm. Rutledge Park was part of 
Cloverdale Farm. John Work owned the land to the east 
of Tolmie's where Cedar Hill Park is today. In 1850, 
Tolmie married John Work's daughter.

The Irvine's also owned land next to Tolmie's. Early 
church services in the area were held at the Irvine's 
home. In 1862, the first St. Luke's Anglican Church was 
opened at the corner of Cedar Hill Cross Road and 
Cedar Hill Road. School was held in the church until the 
Braefoot School was built just to the west on Cedar Hill 
Cross Road.

Another pioneer family, the Bordens, began farming in 
the area in 1890. Their farm, called North Dairy Farm, 
was leased and later purchased from the Hudson's Bay 
Company. It was 160 hectares stretching from Quadra 
Street to Blenkinsop Road. The Borden family is still in 
the area operating their business, Borden Mercantile.

In the late 1800's much of the area was forest. Cedar Hill 
Road, Cedar Hill Cross Road, and Saanich Road were 
trails. The Swan Lake Hotel was located on the Saanich 
Road overlooking the lake. First mention of the hotel is 
in the Directory for 1882. Apparently, the life of the 
hotel was short. It burned in 1894 and was finally 
destroyed by another fire in 1897.

Canadian Northern Pacific Railway extended service to 
Sidney in 1915. The route followed the present Lochside 
Trail past Swan Lake and along the present Lochside 
Drive. The service was abandoned in 1935.

3940 Quadra Street was originally known as the Lake 
Hill or North Dairy Pumping Station for Victoria's Elk 
Lake water system. In 1927 it became a jam and canning 
factory. The company was provided with produce by the 
Saanich Fruit Grower's Association.

In 1954 the building was purchased by Growers Wine 
Company for use as a cooper's shop and warehouse. The 
winery was constructed at 3950 Quadra Street in 1927. 
The buildings now accommodate Industrial Plastics, 

Fridays and Quadra 24 Hour Sports Club. The Keg 
Restaurant has operated at 3940 Quadra since 1978.

 

YOUR AD HERE!

Call David Bratzer
(250) 813-2117

QUADRA 

APPLIANCES

Quality Reconditioned Appliances
IN HOME SERVICE

We buy newer appliances

(250) 388-6839
3586 Quadra St. (At Tattersall)
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Please tell our advertisers you saw their 
ad in Community Roots. Thank you!



Swan Lake
c h r i s t m a s  h i l l
n a t u r e  s a n c t u a r y

Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary
3873 Swan Lake Road, Victoria, B.C.

For more information - (250) 479-0211
or www.swanlake.bc.ca

Taught by local ornithologist, James Clowater, 
this course includes 4 Monday evening 
classes and three Saturday ¿ eld-trips.

Classes     7 to 9 pm, Mondays
        April 16, 23, 30, May 7

Field-trips 9 to 10:30 am, Saturdays
         April 28, May 5 &12

$80 for Swan Lake members
$95 for non-members

Please call to register

BasicsBirding
an introduction to the birds of Spring

Sale:             5,000 Native Plants
  (over 140 species) 

Native Plant Sale
Spring 2012

Master Gardeners on hand 
to answer those tough 
gardening questions

Plant List available at 
www.swanlake.bc.ca

Free Admission
And....Nature Sanctuary 
Members receive 10% 
discount on plant purchases

Saturday and Sunday
April 21 & 22

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

All proceeds go to support 
the Nature Sanctuary’s 
education programs

Birdwatching is the fastest growing 
activity in North America and Victoria 
is a great year-round birding location 
- and there is no better season than 
spring to go birdwatching!  Join in 
the fun and discover the birds in your 
neighbourhood.



ARE YOU A SUPPORTER?
QUADRA CEDAR HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Membership Renewal or Application

The $10.00 / year membership fee (per person) help pay for printing Community Roots, and supporting 
special community projects. Not a member yet? Memberships are on a calendar year basis – January to 
December. Join or renew now, and don’t worry about it again until next January!  Can’t remember if you’ve 
already paid?  Call Rikki Bowman at (250) 382-6197, or email rikkij@shaw.ca. Thank you for your 
support!

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Postal Code: _________________________________ Tel: ____________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any concerns you would like to raise with the community association? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Membership is $10 per person per year. Please complete this and send with payment to:

QCHCA c/o Rikki Bowman, #4-1164 Palmer Road, Victoria, BC  V8P 2H6

Would you like a receipt?  Yes _____  No _______

Your community association works for you:

- Land use review and advocacy
- Family events (like the Playfair Picnic)
- Amazing guest speakers
- An opportunity to meet your neighbours

AGM IS MARCH 27, 7:30 PM AT CEDAR HILL REC CENTRE - EVERYONE WELCOME!


