
NOVEMBER SPEAKER
Elaine Leckie will be our guest speaker at the November 
22nd general meeting. She is the Outreach Coordinator of 
Environmental Sustainability for the Capital Regional 
District. Her presentation will focus on the Blue Box 
program, including what happens behind the scenes. She 
writes: 

“Hartland landfill is owned and operated by the CRD and is 
located about 14 km northwest of Victoria. It is the only 
solid waste disposal facility in the Capital Region, serving 
340,000 people. Hartland receives about 140,000 tonnes of 
municipal solid waste per year. The operation is a multi-
purpose facility providing collection for recycling, 
household hazardous waste, salvageable items as well as 
yard and garden waste collection and processing, 
controlled waste disposal and landfill service to 
commercial and residential customers.”

November 22nd will also be Volunteer Appreciation 
Night.

Community      Roots
Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association’s

CHANGE IS CONSTANT
David Bratzer

As you may know,  I am a candidate for school board 
trustee of District 61 (Greater Victoria) in the November 
19th election. The boundaries of our neighbourhood 
association lie within the school district. If elected, I’m 
pleased that I will be able to serve residents of Quadra 
Cedar Hill in a new role.

However, regardless of the outcome on voting day, I’ve 
decided to step down as secretary of our association at the 
AGM in March 2012. Almost two years have passed since 
Karen Dearborn, then President of the QCHCA, nudged me 
into serving for a one year term.

It was my first QCHCA meeting so I was hesitant to raise 
my hand during the call for nominations. Afterwards, the 

secretary position was still open. I spoke with Karen and 
she appointed me to the executive.

I’ve learned a lot and made some great friends since then. 
Now it is time to share this opportunity with someone else.  
The primary responsibility of the secretary involves taking 
notes at association meetings. You can also contribute ideas 
at the executive meetings and participate in QCHCA 
activities. This is a great position if you enjoy supporting 
your neighbourhood and you would like to gain experience 
in civic leadership.

I will still be involved with the association. In particular,  I 
am now editing Community Roots as well as our web site. 
Feedback for this edition is welcome, but please keep in 
mind this is my first time compiling a newsletter (ever). I 
would also like to thank our former editors, including 
Adrian Denegar, Lana Burns and Vicki Sanders, for their 
hard work on past editions of the newsletter.

Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association wishes to express our appreciation to The Bottle Depot for their kind 
contribution to the 2011 Playfair Park Picnic on July 17th. Your donation of $200 added to a very successful community 
event. Thank you!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello neighbours.  

Along with many of you, I have spent the last week raking 
the fallen leaves and taking them to the curbside for 
municipal pickup and composting. We are so fortunate to 
live in a community that takes such leadership in 
protecting our environment.  When I was growing up in 
Saanich the most common method of leaf disposal was 
roadside burning so we have come a long way in 
protecting our air quality and environment!

On November 19th the municipal election will be held 
where we have a choice between three candidates for 
mayor and twelve candidates for council. Those chosen 
will be responsible for deciding on many of the basic 
issues that affect our daily lives including transportation 
planning, roads and sidewalks, bike paths, parks and 
recreation facilities, libraries, planning and land use, 

garbage pickups, sewage and storm water management. 
Once elected, their decisions will be essential in shaping 
the livability of our community.

All Candidates meetings are now being held and I 
encourage you to attend. Advance Polling dates are 
Wednesday, November 9th and Monday, November 14th. 
Mail-in ballots are being accepted for the first time and are 
available from the legislative services division at Saanich 
Municipal Hall at 770 Vernon Avenue. 

Also please remember that our general meetings will now 
return to our old home at Cedar Hill Recreation Centre. 
The next meeting is at 7:30 PM on November 22nd. Elaine 
Leckie from the CRD will be speaking on Waste 
Management in the Capital Region. See you there. 

Thank you and please vote on November 19th.
John Schmuck
johnschmuck@shaw.ca

Street Parking Permits and Easy Revenue
Lana Burns

It is near impossible to drive down many of our streets 
because of all the parked cars. Often it’s plain unsafe. Why 
are there so many vehicles on the street? Most single 
family houses have room for 2 vehicles on their property. 
Families with driving age kids may have more than 2 
vehicles. If the house has been suited then the tenants 
usually have at least one vehicle per suite. Neighbourhoods 
with apartment buildings never have enough parking on 
site. 

What to do? Easy. Issue parking permits for street parking. 
Make the permits fairly expensive... maybe a flat rate of 
$200.00 every 6 months?  Spend 10 days a month parked 
on a Saanich street and you have to buy a permit. If you 
don’t have permit after 3 warnings your vehicle gets 
towed. You want your vehicle back from the impound yard 
then you pay the towing/storage fee plus the parking 
permit fee.  Blatant tax grab? Absolutely.

The initial start up costs would be expensive but once the 
program is established the permit fees could be used to 

install more playgrounds or to hire more park staff or any 
number of things that are currently ignored for lack of 
funds. Car pooling, car sharing and public transportation 
would become much more attractive options. New 
business and employment opportunities would be created. 
That empty space in your driveway could earn you $30 a 
month... enough for a dinner at the Cedar Hill Golf 
Clubhouse. And ultimately vehicle congestion on our 
streets would be reduced. 

Any thoughts? Does the parking permit idea have merit? 
Let the people at Municipal Hall know what you think. It’s 
all okay to complain but if you can’t offer a solution who’s 
going to listen? 

ATTENTION: Mt. Douglas Secondary School Alumni

Have you registered yet on the Mt. Doug Alumni web site?

Don’t miss the week long festivities, celebrating Mt. 
Doug’s 80 year history in our area (1931 - 2011) from Nov 
11 - 29, 2011.

The “old” site (1931 to 1970) is now Cedar Hill Secondary 
School, within the borders of QCHCA.

See all the exciting events at: www.mountdougalumni.com

Compassionate Resource Warehouse

This is held on the last Saturday of each month, 8 am to 5 
pm, at Lumberworld (3955 Quadra Street). Drop off 
school supplies, clothing, tools, medical supplies, 
donations, blankets, etc., for shipment to developing 
countries. For more information see www.crwarehouse.ca 
or call Saanich Councillor Leif Wergeland at (250) 
888-6490.
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Invasive Plant Removal
Pam Sinclair  

A big thank you to all my neighbours and friends who have 
helped me remove invasives (ivy, broom, blackberry, and 
daphne) from Playfair’s Natural Park. 

We started on February 8, 2003 with 15 volunteers. Some 
volunteers only came once (thank you so much as once 
helps). Some came more than once! It is a large park but we 
have made progress. We usually work on Saturday mornings  
twice in February and twice again in Oct / Nov. Tools and 
gloves are supplied. The next dates will be :

Saturday, November 12th (meet at the top of Judge Place)

Saturday, November 19th (meet at the top of Judge Place)  

If you would like to join us for these Saturday sessions 
please phone Pam Sinclair at (250) 382-0032 for details.  
We also hold some Tuesday sessions for those who have 
weekdays free.

Here are a few pictures from the Playfair Picnic in the Park this summer:

Bob Trotter and Councillor Gerrard talk about transitBMO - we appreciate your support!

Can you believe it’s been twelve years? Thank you Saanich Police!

The Arts Centre at Cedar Hill
Carole Ireland

The new studio spaces at the Arts Centre are open to all 
who are interested in using them when classes and 
workshops are not in session.

An orientation is required to obtain access to the studios 
during Open Studio times. The orientation will include Art 
Studio 1 and 2 and the Ceramic studio. Once you have 
completed the orientation you may purchase an access pass 
which provides you with studio privileges. There will also 
be small storage spaces available for rent where you can 
leave you art tool kit and / or store your canvases and 
oversized drawing boards. Locker rental rates and Open 
Studio schedules will be provided at the time of 
orientation.

The 1.5 hour orientation costs $15 + HST. A schedule of 
orientations is available at www.saanich.ca Call (250) 
475-7121 to book your orientation or for more information.
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Upcoming Events!
Friday, November 11th | Remembrance Day Ceremony starting at 11 am in front of Saanich Municipal Hall at 770 
Vernon Ave.

Saturday, November 12th & 19th | Invasive species removal at Playfair Park (meet at the top of Judge Place)

Saturday, November 19th | School board and municipal elections

Sunday, November 20th | TEDxYouth@Victoria conference (see www.tedxvictoria.com/youth)

Tuesday, November 22nd | QCHCA General Meeting at 7:30 pm at Cedar Hill Recreation Centre

QCHCA Membership Reminder
Rikki Bowman, QCHCA Membership
Thank you to the over 250 neighbours who have shown their support in 2011 by keeping their QCHCA Membership up to 
date! Annual membership is just $10 per person per calendar year. If you haven’t done so yet, please complete the 
membership renewal - application at the bottom of this page and mail it to my attention, or bring it to the November 
meeting.  Thanks for your support!

President | John Schmuck
(250) 384-5190

johnschmuck@shaw.ca

Past President
Karen Dearborn
(250) 386-7933

Area Director, Braefoot
Bob Trotter | (250) 477-4365

rctrotter@hotmail.com

Area Director, Cook-Tolmie
Volunteer Needed

Vice President | Ron Otke
(604) 535-9097

ron.otke@telus.net

Membership | Rikki Bowman
(250) 382-6197

Area Director, Cedar Hill
Lana Burns | (250) 478-4062

lmb1297@shaw.ca

Area Director, Craigmillar
Karen Dearborn
(250) 386-7933

karen.dearborn@shaw.ca

Secretary | David Bratzer
(250) 813-2117

davidbratzer@gmail.com

Area Director | Cloverdale 
Core

Ron Otke | (604) 535-9097

Area Director
Quadra-Swan Lake
Volunteer Needed

Treasurer | Dodie Fraser
(250) 727-0829

Editor & Webmaster
David Bratzer

davidbratzer@gmail.com

Area Director, Reynolds-
Quadra

Chris Bartlett | (250) 479-4809
bartlettca@shaw.ca

Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association
	
 Memberships and Mailing Address: #4-1164 Palmer Road, Victoria, BC  V8P 2H6
	
 info@qchca.ca | www.qchca.ca | Join us on Facebook!

ARE YOU A SUPPORTER? QCHCA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL OR APPLICATION

Name: __________________________________   Address: ___________________________________________________

Postal Code: __________    Tel: ________________________    Email: __________________________________________

I can help with: delivering newsletters ________   or _________________________________________________________

Membership is $10 per person per year. Please complete this and mail with payment to:

QCHCA c/o Rikki Bowman, #4 - 1164 Palmer Rd, Victoria, BC  V8P 2H6     Would you like a receipt?   Y   /    N
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