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ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

Tuesday MARCH 23, 2004, 7:30 PM
Cedar Hill Recreation Centre

3220 Cedar Hill Road
Everyone Welcome!

Election of 2004 - 2005 Executive

“Neighbours Building Community”                                                    Volume # 31       March - April  2004

A New Tool to Reduce Pesticide Use in
Our Community

Gardening season is here. For the many CRD residents who have dug
out their gardening tools for their favourite season, there is a new tool
available this year. The CRD Roundtable on the Environment has pro-
duced a guide to pesticide alternatives titled, “Playing it Safe: Reducing
Pesticide Use in Our Community.” The brochure outlines many sensible,
safe and environmentally responsible choices you can make for your lawn
and garden.

Although this tool will not dig the weeds and rake the grass, it will provide
the background needed to make informed decisions on pesticide use in
our neighborhoods. It also provides contact information for gardening and
environmental resources within our community.

Some tips for a healthy garden are:
• Ensure that soil is healthy, well conditioned with organic compost and

has adequate drainage. (Remember that plants get most of their
nutrients from the soil).

• Plan your garden so that plants are put in areas where they naturally
thrive.

• Plant in raised beds.
• Use native plants that are already acclimatized, require low-mainte-

nance and have an inbred resistance to local pests and diseases.
• Water deeply but infrequently to maintain strong root structure.
• Protect and attract native beneficial species (give them a place to live

and a source of water and they’ll do the rest).
• Practice annual crop rotation for each vegetable type (keeps patterns

of disease or insect invasion in check).
• Marigolds and aromatic plants, such as chives, dill and mint, planted

throughout your garden will ward off insects and pests.

The Roundtable’s efforts to reduce pesticide use in our community do not
stop at the fences or property lines of homeowners. It is also focusing on
public lawns and gardens managed by municipalities in the region. The
Roundtable has prepared a Model Municipal Pest Management Policy
that can be adapted to the individual needs of Capital Region municipali-
ties. The purpose of the policy is to develop pest management approaches
that eliminate the non-essential use of pesticides on municipal lands.

Many communities across Canada are exploring ways to encourage re-
duced pesticide use through alternate methods. The Capital Regional
District, with its reputation for healthy living and a pristine environment, is
aptly suited to be part of this growing trend.  The way we choose to man-
age the pests in our yards is important to the well being of our families
and quality of our environment. To view the guide visit the CRD web site
at www.crd.bc.ca/rte. For more information, or to request your copy, call
the CRD Hotline at 360-3030.

Speaker ~
Dr. Paul West

Professor Environmental
Studies UVIC

Topic ~
Pesticide Reduction

Sunfest Volunteers Needed
5th Annual Sunfest Picnic to be held at Playfair Park.
To  ensure that the picnic takes place this year we need a
general convener, also volunteers to organize refresh-
ments, games, fund raising, advertising, entertainment
and facilities (tables, chairs, tents).  The picnic will take
place on Sunday, July 4th.  This is a fun community
event.  Please consider helping out. Contact Vicki Sand-
ers at vicki_sanders@telus.net or 592-0865.

Annual Membership Reminder
Please renew or become a new supporter of the QCHA.
Your membership dues enable the Association to publish
5 newsletters annually.  It also helps with projects under-
taken by the QCHCA.

11th Annual Kings Pond Clean Up
Saturday, April 17, 2004, 10 am.  Please meet at Kings
Pond Bird Sanctuary (corner of Ascot Drive and
Queensbury Avenue).  Plans are to work on the berm area,
general weeding and maintenance.  Bring gardening tools
if you have any.  Some tools will be provided.  Barbeque
and refreshments to follow.  Rain or shine.  For more in-
formation, contact Margaret 477-3673.



PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
Vicki Sanders

CEDAR HILL: Anne Bowen and Jim Moores
380-3955 baggins@pacificcoast.net
3934 Cedar Hill X Road (Cedar Hill X / Persimmon)
Approximately 60 people attended a neighbourhood meeting held
by the applicant to explain the proposed 8 lot subdivision.  Two or
three lots are proposed to access onto Persimmon Drive. An ex-
tra lot off Persimmon could be available to the applicant by pur-
chasing the unconstructed road right-of-way from Saanich.  Five
lots are proposed onto Cedar Hill X Road.  Both neighbourhoods
voiced their concerns about traffic.  Residents of Whisper Green
townhouses expressed the challenge of the volume of traffic on
Cedar Hill X Road.  They were concerned about the addition of
left turn (west bound) traffic exiting the proposed subdivision.  The
residents to the south on Persimmon Drive described the hazard-
ous intersection of Union and Blenkinsop.  They feel the addition
of possibly three new homes would worsen an already danger-
ous situation.  Of the 135 (124 Garry Oaks) on the site approxi-
mately 60 will be removed for the building envelope of the new
homes.  Many neighbours described the wildlife corridor through
the property.  Other concerns raised were the visitor parking and
the footpath connecting Cedar Hill X to Persimmon.  In respect to
the long time property owner the subdivision is proposed to be
called Druce Lane.

What’s Happening in
Our Neighbourhoods

Cedar Hill X and Cedar Hill:  A public meeting held by the devel-
oper was well attended by approximately 70 residents.  This was
an initial meeting to present a concept for rezoning three lots on
the north/east corner from single family to multi-family, a four story
building on Cedar Hill and a three story building on Cedar Hill X
Road. Issues of traffic, density, mass and change of single family
neighbourhood were raised.  Presently this is at the concept stage.
The developer had previously applied six years ago for a single
condo building proposal.  It was rejected.  
1298 Astoria:  The homeowner held a neighbourhood meeting
to discuss the possibility of subdividing the property into two small
lots.

BRAEFOOT: Bob Trotter
477-4365 rctrotter@hotmail.com

CLOVERDALE/CORE: Laura Hliva
385-0880
3350 Quadra:  Plans are in the concept stages to rezone the
property for the construction of a condominium.  Three concepts
have been presented, 2 - 4 story buildings or a 6 or 8 story
building.  All concepts will provide 61 units with 85% underground
parking.  There would be 20 surface parking spaces.  The devel-
oper prefers the 8 story steel and concrete single building.

This issue I will default to Mark Brown (QCHCA Area Director and founding
member) to report on a timely issue in our community.

Liquor stores in Saanich by Mark Brown
While many British Columbians have been
hearing about Provincial Liquor Licensing
liberalization, Saanich residents may not
be so aware of the impact of these changes
on the Municipality and in our
neighbourhoods.  The current situation (this
is the opinion of the writer and is not repre-
sented as being the complete and un-
abridged version of the current Provincial
Liquor Licensing regulations) is that the
primary retailer of liquor remains the Liquor
Control and Licensing Branch.  However
several changes in regulations have lead
to the development of independent Li-
censed (liquor) Retail Stores (LRS).  The
Liquor Control Branch regulates these
stores.  They are associated with licensed
public houses, but do not have to be on
the same premises as those establish-
ments.  These were commonly known as
(Cold Beer and Wine Stores), but now can
sell a wider range of liquor products and
can be located up to 5 kilometers from the
public house.

What controls and regulations does
Saanich have to regulate these stores?
Our review showed these to be relatively
few.

The Zoning Bylaw mentions liquor stores
per se in parking requirements; however
many Zones limit the kind of land use in
that zone, Saanich Planning Department
identified approximately 230 zoned prop-
erties where liquor sales would be permit-
ted   On February 24 Saanich Committee
of the Whole (Council) held a special pub-
lic meeting to review possible options
Saanich could take to address possible is-
sues arising from the more de-regulated
liquor sales situation.  Planning offered
three alternatives:  “no change”, limit liquor
sales to shopping centres larger than 6000
m2, or prohibit liquor sales to only the cur-
rently operating stores.

What did QCHCA do?  Our response to
this issue was that the primary interest of
residents and neighbourhoods is to allow
the opportunity for public notice and input
on new liquor retail sales applications.  We
did not offer an opinion as to where these
stores may be acceptable or not, whether
or not there were enough or too many or
not enough stores at this time.  We did not
offer an opinion as to the size or number of
stores in any area should be limited.

So for the three options proposed by the
Planning Department, only one would re-
sult in a public notice and input to new ap-
plications:  “Option 3” which prohibits new
liquor retail stores.  While this may seem
extreme, as it happens this was the over-
whelming majority opinion expressed by
the public at the meeting on the 24th, and
“Option 3” was passed by a majority of
Council.

Does this mean the end of the issue?  Prob-
ably not.  What it will cause is new applica-
tions will have to apply for exemption from
the Bylaw, this will have to go to Commit-
tee of the Whole and this will result in a
public meeting process.  Because liquor
sales have been a public monopoly there
has been little need for zoning regulations
for these stores, now the Municipality will
have to look at this issue specifically and
develop appropriate zoning bylaws to re-
spect the needs of citizens as well as al-
low for the commercial market to respond
to those needs and provide the goods and
services we want.
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Environment
Ken Whitcroft - 383-7567 enviro.man@telus.net

Playfair Park Broom Pull Thank You!
Thank You!  Thank You!  To 22 wonderful people who worked so
hard on Saturday, Feb 7, removing ivy, daphne, broom, and holly
in Playfair's Natural Park.  Your efforts will help the native plants
make a 'come-back'.  With appreciation for your great
support. Pam Sinclair P.S.  If you are interested in helping at
other times please call me at 382-0032.

Cedar Hill Golf Course Advisory
Anne Bowen - 380-3955 ascotdr@shaw.ca

Remember that for ever action you do, leaving the light switch
on, leaving the tap running, cutting down a tree, using pesticides
in your garden, even driving a car, there is a consequence to the
natural environment which we are part of. So look after the envi-
ronment, if it dies we die.

Abbeyfield St. Peters - 15th Anniversary
April 3, 2004 at 2:00 pm.  St. Peter’s Church Hall , 3939 St. Peter’s
Road.  Reception following - RSVP: K. Musgrove 380-1031 0r
katemusgrove@shaw.ca

Saanich Volunteer Services Society
has trained Volunteers who will help with your 2003 Income Tax
Form Completion.  To qualify: are you a Saanich resident? earn
$20,000 or less as a single person; $25,000 or less as a married
couple?  Do you have a simply uncomplicated tax
return? Donations are always gratefully accepted.  Call 595-8008.

The neighbourhood meeting (3 residents) was poorly attended
so presently no neighbourhood comments are available.
3263 Rutledge (Scotia):  11 unit townhouse proposal.  A
neighbourhood meeting has been requested but has not been
held to date.
3259/3251 Alder:  21 units, 3 story condo proposal.  The tree at
the front of the property will be saved by curving the sidewalk
around it.  The applicant prepared shadow and elevation studies
to address neighbourhood concerns regarding height and mass-
ing.
3494 Bethune:  8 unit (5 complete, 3 secondary suite) proposal.
Neighbourhood residents have raised concerns about the small
amount of parking provided (5 spaces). The rezoning sign has
been posted to inform residents to contact Saanich Planning for
inquiries and to express concerns.
COOK/LINWOOD: Art Pollard
361-3747 partpoll@shaw.ca
Recent sewer work done on Tolmie.  Some graffiti problems
again.... Please report any suspicious activities or persons im-
mediately and discretely to the police department
QUADRA/SWAN LAKE: Charlotte Woeckener
920-7666 tsare@shaw.ca. Area Director Needed.
968 Easter Avenue:  A small lot is proposed to be subdivided off
creating a new lot accessing off Falmouth Road.
COOK/TATTERSALL: Mark Brown
386-1863 markbrown@shaw.ca
CRAIGMILLAR: Lorne Carnes
383-1978 lornecarnes@shaw.ca
REYNOLDS/QUADRA: Vicki Sanders
592-0865 vicki_sanders@telus.net
1121/1123 Reynolds Road:  Neighbourhood meeting, Wednes-
day, March 24 - 7:30 pm, Reynolds School, room 212. Please
take the time to attend, to become informed, and to review the
proposal to rezone the property from RS 6 (single family) to C4
(commercial) for construction of a 3 story dental office.  Twenty
one surface parking spaces are proposed.  This is the third pro-
posal to rezone the property.  In 1994 a 3 - story office building
proposal was rejected by the planning department and withdrawn.
In 1996 a 2 - story office building was rejected by Municipal coun-
cil.  Both proposals provided approximately 50 underground park-
ing spaces.  In conjunction with the rejection for commercial re-
zoning the Council amended the Quadra Local Area Plan to re-
move the potential to rezone the properties for commercial use.
Quadra Local Area Plan states “No commercial expansion will be
permitted outside the Quadra-McKenzie Development Permit Area
nor will commercial rezoning be considered for any properties
immediately adjacent to commercial sites”.  These two properties
are outside the Development Permit area and were not included
in the 1996 Ideas Plan or the Quadra/McKenzie Action Plan for
inclusion in the redevelopment area.
Bottle Depot:  The Boleskin/Harriet Store is being relocated to
the Real Canadian Super Store, Quadra Street, site.  Neighbours
on Hulford and Elsey Place are concerned about increased noise,
traffic and similar problems that exist at the Quadra/Lochside Trail
Bottle Depot location.
Lakehill Lawn Bowling:  Plans are in the works to construct a
new club house on the Prestwood parking lot.  Suggestions have
been made to alleviate the Prestwood and Lasalle parking prob-
lems parking could be provided on the Reynolds Road boule-
vard.
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Currently, we have 43 active blocks and three in various stages
of completion. Wicklow was recently canvassed by the Area Co-
ordinators and four student volunteers. Captain Susan Burns is
almost finished her block.  Hopefully additional captains will step
forward in the coming weeks. Block Watch meeting are held at
the Saanich Police Dept. 770 Vernon Ave every third Tuesday of
the month except in the summer.  The Block Watch is followed by
a useful presentation by the Lock Doctor on crime-proofing your
residence.  For further information call Karen Wallis Volunteer
Coordinator Blockwatch 479-4365

Block Watch
Patti and Art Pollard - 361-3747 partpoll@shaw.ca

Decisions on how to fund the irrigation and drainage work
continues. Drainage work will continue to help with the standing
water and puddling on the greens.  Work on restoring the health
of Kings Pond is in progress.  It is felt that too much nutrient has
infiltrated the pond causing algae growth and low oxygen levels.
Irrigation upgrading utilizing well water and holding ponds is in
progress.

SEEN IN PASSING:
Nester and Sharon Tunkow welcoming their new grandson,
Riley Brian.  Jim Stuart returning from a holiday.  Ann Gibbard
exercising at the Cedar Hill Recreation Centre.



SUPPORT YOUR
NEIGHBOURHOOD BUSINESSES

The QCHCA meets the fourth Tuesday of  January, March, May,
September and November 7:30 at the Cedar Hill Recreation Centre.

The QCHCA newsletter is published 5 times a year. To submit an article or
place an ad contact Vicki at (250) 592-0865 or vicki_sanders@telus.net

QCHCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME

ADDRESS

P/C TEL

EMAIL
Membership is $5 per person per year.
Please fill out this form and send along with payment to:
3720 Epsom Drive, Victoria, B.C. V8P 3S7
I can help with newsletters - phone/fold/deliver - circle one

2003 - 2004 EXECUTIVE
President/Newsletter Vicki Sanders 592-0865
Past President Bob Trotter 477-4365
Vice-President Dean Murdock 658-4160
Secretary Joy den Otter 361-3145
Treasurer Cecilia Ivatts 475-1637
Membership Dorothy Barton 477-3147

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Become an assistant to
an Area Director, contributor of articles to the newslet-
ter, fold newsletters, deliver newsletters, phone volun-
teers, recruit newsletter delivery volunteers.

Laughing Rock
Gardening & Landscaping

Hardscaping, Irrigation, Pruning, Lawn
and Garden Maintenance

IPM Certified
John Moores

Phone: 658-1774
E-mail: Laughingrock@telus.net

Design and Layout Courtesy of
Ainslie Lowe

Newsletter Printed By
Island Blue Print


